
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

    December 31st, 2023 

New Years schedule 
 

 Sunday December 31st  Mary Mother Of  God Vigil 

4:00pm English Mass (St Patricks) 

 

New Years Day Monday January 1st  

8:00 am Mass  (Saint Francis Xavier ) Octave Day of  the Nativity 

10:00am English Mass  (St Patricks)  Mary Mother Of  God 

 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS ; SUNDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY 



Parish Events & Notifications 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 

 NFP uses the physical signs placed by God 
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three 
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are 
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400  

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 

 The parish is looking for volunteers who 
would be interested in participating in the “Seven 
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to 
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy 
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of  the 
parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves 
a commitment of  praying in the church one day a 
week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 
Parra at (509)993-2864.  

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 

 The parish is in need of  young men willing 
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension, 
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are 
required. Please email the office.   

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

 If  you desire consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963. 

 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families 
and friends who are not in full communion with 
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their 
Catholic faith. Please join us.   

Text NCYM to 84576 for Flocknote registration 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell,  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, 

Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills 

Care Center and Cherrywood Place.   

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

 There is only one day within the Christmas Octave (i.e. the 30th of  December) which 

is not a Saint’s Feast. During the Octaves of  the Epiphany, Easter and Pentecost, the 

Church is so absorbed in the respective mysteries that she puts off  everything that could 

share her attention; whereas during this of  Christmas, there is only one day which does not 

celebrate the memory of  some glorious Saint, and our Infant Jesus is surrounded by a choir 

of  heroes who loved and served him. Thus the Church, or, more correctly, God—for God 

is the first author of  the cycle of  the year— shows us how the Incarnate Word, who came 

to save mankind, desires to give mankind confidence by this his adorable familiarity.  

 We have already shown that the Birth of  our Lord took place on a Sunday, the Day 

on which, in the beginning of  the world, God created Light. We shall find, later on, that his 

Resurrection also was on a Sunday. This the first day of  creation, and the first of  the week, 

was consecrated by the old Pagans to the Sun; with us Christians, it is most sacred and holy, 

on account of  the two risings of  our divine Sun of  Justice—his Birth and his Resurrection. 

Whilst the solemnity of  Easter is always kept on a Sunday, that of  Christmas falls by turns 

on each of  the days of  the week—we have already had this difference explained to us by 

the Holy Fathers: but the mystery of  Jesus’ Birth is more aptly and strongly expressed, 

when its anniversary falls on a Sunday. Other years, when the coincidence does not happen, 

the Faithful will at least be led by their Christian instincts, to give special honor to the day 

within the Octave which falls on the Sunday. The Church has honored it with a proper 

Mass and Office.…  

 The passage of  the Gospel selected for this Mass, though bearing on the Divine     

Infancy, yet gives us, we may almost say prematurely, the terrible prophecy of  Simeon      

regarding the dear Babe of  Bethlehem. The heart of  Mary, that was overflowing with joy at 

the miraculous Birth of  her Child, is here made to feel the sword spoken of  by the venera-

ble Priest of  the temple. Her Son, then, is to be but a sign that shall be contradicted! The 

mystery of  man’s adoption by God is to cost this Child of  hers his life! We that are the   

Redeemed in his Blood, we may not yet dwell on the fatigues and the Passion and the 

Death of  our Emmanuel: the time will come for that. At Present we are forbidden to think 

of  him other than as the sweet Child that is born to us, the source of  all our happiness by 

his having come among us.  

Commentary from The Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper Guéranger (1805-1875)  



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.  Tuesday, Thursday 9am-12pm. 

            Wednesday 9am-11am 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon 

Monday through Friday. 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

MONDAY, JANUARY 1ST  

8:00am, Mass The Octave of  the Nativity 

No 5:30pm Mass 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2ND 

8:00am , Mass Georgia Schrempp  

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3RD 

4:30 pm, Confessions 

5:30 pm, Mass Religious 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 4TH 

8:00am , Mass  Pro Populo 

    FRIDAY, JANUARY 5TH 

5:30pm , First Friday Devotion     

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6TH                         

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass  

 SUNDAY,  JANUARY 7TH 

7:30 am,  Mass  

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo 



Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of  the Church 

January 2nd 

 

 In the revision of  the calendar the Church has seen fit to honor these two great Doctors 

of  the Church and fast friends on the same day. 

 St. Basil the Great was born at Caesarea of  Cappadocia in 330. Both of  his parents and 

several of  his brothers and sisters are honored among the Saints. He attended school in       

Caesarea, as well as Constantinople and Athens, where he became acquainted with St. Gregory 

Nazianzen in 352. A little later, he opened a school of  oratory in Caesarea and practiced law. 

 Eventually St. Basil decided to become a monk and founded a monastery in Pontus which 

he directed for five years. He wrote a famous monastic Rule that has proved the most lasting of  

those in the East. After founding several other monasteries, he was ordained and, in 370, made 

Bishop of  Caesarea. In this post (until his death in 379) he constituted to be a man of  vast    

earning and constant activity, genuine eloquence and immense charity. This earned for him the 

title of  “Great” during his life and Doctor of  the Church after his death. 

 St. Gregory, Patron of  Christian Poets, was born at Arianzen in Cappadocia of  parents 

who both honored among the Saints. He studied at Caesarea, Alexandria, and Athens, in which 

latter city he had as fellow pupils St. Basil and Julian the Apostate. On his return to Nazianzen he 

was baptized by his father and began to lead a most holy life. In 358, he joined St. Basil in the 

solitude of  Pontus and remained until his father (who was Bishop of  Nazianzen) recalled him 

shortly after and ordained him a priest, much against his wishes. He was appointed Bishop of  

Sasima, a small town, in 372 by St. Basil. 

 St. Gregory preferred a life of  quiet solitude and reflection, 

but circumstances always   conspired to call him away from it.    

In 379, he was made Bishop of  Constantinople and remained 

there until 381 when he was finally able to resign and return to   

his solitude up to his death in 389. The depth of  his theological 

knowledge and the vastness of  his eloquence have made him one 

of  the greatest Doctors of  the Greek Church. 

 

PRAYER: Lord God, You desired to enlighten Your Church      

by the life and teachings of  Sts. Basil and Gregory. Grant that   

we may learn Your truth with humility and faithfully put it into 

practice with love. Amen. 



Air Conditioning 

Gas Conversions  

Plumbing/Heating  

Furnaces & Boilers 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

Is my will Gods will? 
 
 

Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of faith is to see what you believe.  — St Augustine 

Furnaces & Boilers 

Plumbing/Heating  

Gas Conversions  

Air Conditioning 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

 

PH (509) 598-8244 
Maintenance * Diagnosis * Brakes * Emissions 
 Engines * Transmissions * High Performance 

3620 N Nevada Street  

  

Holiness is possible by the moment!    Letting someone go ahead of you in the grocery line.    That’s Holy!   Holiness is possible!  Have you Seen, heard or made a holy moment? Text 509-362-1556  Lets post it here!  Holiness is possible by the moment! Go out of your way to do something nice for your spouse. That’s Holy! Holiness is possible by the moment! Do the least enjoyable task for someone who is suffering That’s Holy! Holiness is possible by the moment! Control your temper even when justified in losing it. That’s Holy! Before making a decision ask, “Will this help  me become a-better-version-of -myself?” That’s being Holy!  Holiness is possible by the moment!  Being patient with the person who drives you crazy. That’s Holy!   Holiness is possible! Getting honest with yourself about self-destructive habits. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Teaching someone how to pray. That’s a Holy Moment!   Holiness is possible moment by moment! Giving the one in front of you your full attention. That’s Holy! Holiness is Possible Moment by Moment! Participating in the Mass. That’s a Holy Hour! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

509.489.3552 
HRCSPOKANE.COM 

#HERITRC951MR 

  Holiness is possible! Telling God that you trust he has a great plan for your life. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Staying calm in the midst of a crisis. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Staying calm in the midst of a crisis. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Making a healthy eating choice. That’s a Holy Moment! WE ARE THE CHURCH!  Please Support  Our Spokane Catholic Businesses  509-362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net    Get to Know, Love & Support, Fellow Spokane Catholics    SpokaneCatholic.Net “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself.”  Mt 22:39   Find More Catholic Neighbors @ SpokaneCatholic.Net We Are Your Neighborhood Catholic Bulletin Provider!   Call Jeff Byrd 362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net Spokane Catholic Network:  Your Neighborhood Bulletin Provider!  362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net You Can Advertise Business Here and Support Our Weekly Bulletin! Space Available!  Call: 509-362-1556   

     
 

 

Guaranteed Virus Removal  
Computer Lessons For  

All Skill Levels  

 
 
 

Call Mike Today!  

(509) 999-0014 

OurParishNetwork.org  Connect, Learn, Grow, Shop, Save, & More 

Please Support the Sponsors Who Support Our Parish (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor  Please let these advertisers know we support them!  (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor) 

 

Space Available   

 

 

Call Jeff 

 

 

509-362-1556  

   MANTLE OF MARY  
CUSTOM SCAPULARS 

ROSARIES   
Custom Devotionals 

208-914-5009 
www.mantleofmary.org   

                               BANNERS-BANNERS-BANNERS  AS LARGE AS 25 X100 FEET Call 509-818-0350 GOT MORTGAGE?  Pay-Off as Soon as 5 to 7 Years!    See New Sponsor below 

Hardwood, 

Luxury Vinyl 

Plank & Carpet 

 Installation, 

Sales & Repair 
 

Ask for John  
509-466-6433 

Please Welcome Our Newest Sponsor! Arby’s of Spokane “Ask Christ to help you to become happy.” Saint Paul Miki                                  FOR KITCHEN & BATH TILE, AND HOME REPAIR  CALL 509-818-0350 
Solution Enterprises LLC 

                              WINDOW CLEANING  CALL 509 818 0350  Say “He Is Risen” for 10% off  quote. Solution Enterprises LLC                                    NEED BANNERS, STICKERS, MAGNETS, BOOKLETS?    CALL 509 818 0350 Solution Enterprises LLC 

 

The Official Spokane 
Catholic Directory  

Dinner  

 
 

OPEN  
6AM - 2PM 

509-474-9214 

 

 

1412 W. 2nd Ave 

        
 

     Our Motto is, “Buy Local, Buy Catholic” How About You?     509.818.0350 

 

 

Canvas Printing Stretched on Wood Frame   

20”x16” $79.00 

 509.818.0350 
 

Bulletin Advertising Sponsorships available 509-362-1556 
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Mention This Ad for 10% Off 

Your Quote  

 

 

Canvas Prints, Posters, Stickers, Magnets,  

Business Cards, Banners, Signs and More! 

509.818.0350 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

509-288-9975 

“You never regret getting your books in check” 


