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Mary Mother of God January 1st

8:00 am English Mass (St Francis Xavier )
10:00am Latin Mass (St Francis Xavier)

There is only one day within the Christmas Octave (i.e. the 30th of December) which is not a Samt S
Feast. During the Octaves of the Epiphany, Easter and Pentecost, the Church is so absorbed in the respective
mysteries that she puts off everything that could share her attention; whereas during this of Christmas, there is
only one day which does not celebrate the memory of some glorious Saint, and our Infant Jesus is surrounded
by a choir of heroes who loved and served him. Thus the Church, or, more correctly, God—for God is the first
author of the cycle of the year— shows us how the Incarnate Word, who came to save mankind, desires to give

mankind confidence by this his adorable familiarity.

We have already shown that the Birth of our Lord took place on a Sunday, the Day on which, in the
beginning of the world, God created Light. We shall find, later on, that his Resurrection also was on a Sunday.
This the first day of creation, and the first of the week, was consecrated by the old Pagans to the Sun; with us
Christians, it is most sacred and holy, on account of the two risings of our divine Sun of Justice—his Birth and
his Resurrection. Whilst the solemnity of Easter is always kept on a Sunday, that of Christmas falls by turns on
each of the days of the week—we have already had this difference explained to us by the Holy Fathers: but the
mystery of Jesus’ Birth is more aptly and strongly expressed, when its anniversary falls on a Sunday. Other years,
when the coincidence does not happen, the Faithful will at least be led by their Christian instincts, to give special
honor to the day within the Octave which falls on the Sunday. The Church has honored it with a proper Mass
and Office....

The passage of the Gospel selected for this Mass, though bearing on the Divine Infancy, yet gives us, we
may almost say prematurely, the terrible prophecy of Simeon regarding the dear Babe of Bethlehem. The heart
of Mary, that was overflowing with joy at the miraculous Birth of her Child, is here made to feel the sword spo-
ken of by the venerable Priest of the temple. Her Son, then, is to be but a sign that shall be contradicted! The
mystery of man’s adoption by God is to cost this Child of hers his lifel We that are the Redeemed in his Blood,
we may not yet dwell on the fatigues and the Passion and the Death of our Emmanuel: the time will come for
that. At Present we are forbidden to think of him other than as the sweet Child that is born to us, the source of

all our happiness by his having come among us.

Commentary from The Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper Guéranger (1805-1875)




Our True Home: Reflection for Feast of The Holy Family

Why did Jesus choose to become a baby born of a mother and father and to spend all but His
last years living in an ordinary human family? In part, to reveal God’s plan to make all people live
as one “holy family” in His Church (see 2 Corinthians 6:16—18).

In the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, God reveals our true home. We’re to live as
His children, “chosen ones, holy and beloved,” as the First Reading puts it.

The family advice we hear in today’s readings—for mothers, fathers, and children—is all
solid and practical. Happy homes are the fruit of our faithfulness to the Lord, we sing in today’s
Psalm. But the Liturgy is inviting us to see more, to see how, through our family obligations and
relationships, our families become heralds of the family of God that He wants to create on earth.

Jesus shows us this in today’s Gospel. His obedience to His earthly parents flows directly
from His obedience to the will of His heavenly Father. Joseph and Mary aren’t identified by
name, but three times are called “his parents” and are referred to separately as his “mother” and
“father.” The emphasis is all on their familial ties to Jesus. But these ties are emphasized only so
that Jesus, in the first words He speaks in Luke’s Gospel, can point us beyond that earthly rela-
tionship to the Fatherhood of God.

In what Jesus calls “my Father’s house,” every family finds its true meaning and purpose
(see Ephesians 3:15). The Temple we read about in the Gospel
today is God’s house, His dwelling (see Luke 19:46). But it’s also
an image of the family of God, the Church (see Ephesians
2:19-22; Hebrews 3:3—6; 10:21).

In our families we’re to build up this household, this
tamily, this living temple of God—until He reveals His new
dwelling among us and says of every person: “I shall be his
God and he will be my son” (see Revelation 21:3, 7).

Dr. Scott Habn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of
others, please let Father or the parish office know: Bella Mally, Jane Soars, FEleanor Finley, Susan Fisher,
Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center
and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Saturday

3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier)

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier)

Sunday

7:30am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)

11:00am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m.

Please contact the parish office by email to
arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,

or to request a certificate.

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for
your intention, please email the office or leave

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at
sfxspokane.org or at

facebook.com/sfxspokane

Our Mailing Address is:
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207

SFX DIRECTORY

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org
Office Hours.

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY

9AM-12PM

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30TH

NO MASS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31sT

No Mass

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1ST
8:00am English Mass (St Francis Xavier)

10:00 am, Latin Mass (St Francis Xavier)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2ND
NO MASSs

FRIDAY JANUARY 3RD

NO MASS PLEASE CHECK WITH THE CATHEDRAL FOR
FIRST FRIDAY MASS AND ADORATION

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4TH
3:00pm, Confessions

4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5TH

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo




Seven Sisters Apostolate

The parish is looking for volunteers who would be
interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters
Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen
the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed
every day for the intention of the parish priest.

The Apostolate is for women, and involves a
commitment of praying in the church one day a
week. If you are interested, please contact Patty

Parra at (509) 362-8646
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Women of St Francis
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In an effort to cultivate more
community at St Francis Xavier,
the women of the parish have
tormed the group: the “Women of
St X7,

If you are interested in taking an
active role in creating a vibrant

parish community, please email

women.of.st.x@gmail.com.

Give Onlinel!!
Just Scan the QR Code
Above

Thank you

We would like to Thank

everyone who participated in
the giving tree this year.

Because of your generosity
we fulfilled all of the gifts.,
and have dropped them off at
the boys and girls club. They
were overjoyed at the sight of
all the beautifully wrapped

presentsl!




Sts.Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church

January 2nd

In the revision of the calendar the Church has seen fit to honor these two great Doctors of the Church and fast
friends on the same day.

St. Basil the Great was born at Caesarea of Cappadocia in 330. Both of his parents and several of his
brothers and sisters are honored among the Saints. He attended school in Caesarea, as well as Constantinople
and Athens, where he became acquainted with St. Gregory Nazianzen in 352. A little later, he opened a school
of oratory in Caesarea and practiced law.

Eventually St. Basil decided to become a monk and founded a monastery in Pontus which he directed
for five years. He wrote a famous monastic Rule that has proved the most lasting of those in the East. After
founding several other monasteries, he was ordained and, in 370, made Bishop of Caesarea. In this post (until
his death in 379) he constituted to be a man of vast learning and constant activity, genuine eloquence and
immense charity. This earned for him the title of “Great” during his life and Doctor of the Church after his death.

St. Gregory, Patron of Christian Poets, was born at Arianzen in Cappadocia of parents who both honored
among the Saints. He studied at Caesarea, Alexandria, and Athens, in which latter city he had as fellow pupils St.
Basil and Julian the Apostate. On his return to Nazianzen he was baptized by his

father and began to lead a most holy life. In 358, he joined St. Basil in the solitude
of Pontus and remained until his father (who was Bishop of Nazianzen) recalled
him shortly after and ordained him a priest, much against his wishes. He was
appointed Bishop of Sasima, a small town, in 372 by St. Basil.

St. Gregory preferred a life of quiet solitude and reflection, but
circumstances always conspired to call him away from it. In 379, he was made
Bishop of Constantinople and remained there until 381 when he was finally able to
resign and return to his solitude up to his death in 389. The depth of his theological
knowledge and the vastness of his eloquence have made him one of the greatest
Doctors of the Greek Church.

PRAYER: Lord God, You desired to enlighten Your Church by the life and
teachings of Sts. Basil and Gregory. Grant that we may learn Your truth with

humility and faithfully put it into practice with love. Amen.




Below you will find good people looking to do business with good people like you!

Would it be a good idea to call them 1st when needing these goods and services?

WINDOW CLEANING

GRAHAM BYRD
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RoofRestore

All-natural Roof Maxx
treatment is guaranteed to
extend your roof's life by 5
years per treatment and up

to 15 years with repeated
treatments.

Call Mike Muglia

309-570-4958

3620 N Nevada Street

?s'_,{%os; GARAGE

PH (509) 598-8244

Maintenance * Diagnosis * Brakes * Emissions
Engines * Transmissions * High Performance
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Roofing & Construction|.

Mlkes Mobile
BUSINESS OWNERS | Computer Rapair
Is it a bad Idea to
Eliminate Nearly All Your
Credit Card Transaction
Fees?
Call )
Terri Gilbertz (Havemlkeflxn com Q)
Schedule a ;
Complimentary Review Security Cameras
to Show You How.
Computer Use Lessons
509-993-4201 Custom Computer Builds
MMBNCARD.

(509) 999-0014

PAINLESS PAYMENT SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR BUSINESS
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ODLIN PAINTING
“/l AND BUILDING

Commercial & Residential Painting

¢ INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
PRESSURE WASHING

N 509-489-3552 |: DEckremisune R U 509-818-6335
wONEST, Furnace Spokane Arby’s
¥ e Electrlca’l, P . Y
o 328 W. Third
AC Repalr

ANGIE JOHN’SON
ST.JOHN VIANNEY PARISHIONER
HEALTH INSURANCE

BROKER

HELPING YOU NAVIGATE
MEDICARE OPTIONS.

509.418.8187

Business Directory - All Mass Times - Diocese Events - Daily Readings

Spokane
+ Catholic.com

15327 E. Indiana

Arb 's® 6316 N. Division
, y 10407 E. Sprague

CHATTAROY CABINET CO

Real Wood Cabinets Below Box Store Prices

Caémy ,Dml/atm Commg

r09 951-2840

CHATTAROYCABINETCO.COM




