
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

    December 24th, 2023 

Christmas Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve Sunday 24th 

4:00pm English Mass (St Patricks) 

 

Christmas Day Monday 25th  

8:00 am Mass  (Saint Francis Xavier ) 

10:00am English Mass  (St Patricks)  

 

No daily Mass this week.  

  May God bless you and your family during this Christmas season.  

 

FOURTH  SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell,  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, 

Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills 

Care Center and Cherrywood Place.   

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

A COMMENTARY FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

THE MYSTERY KEPT SECRET 

 

 What is announced to Mary in today’s Gospel is the revelation of  all that the prophets had      

spoken. It is, as Paul declares in today’s Epistle, the mystery kept secret since before the foundation of  

the world (see Ephesians 1:9; 3:3–9). 

 Mary is the virgin prophesied to bear a son of  the house of  David (see Isaiah 7:13–14). And   

nearly every word the angel speaks to her today evokes and echoes the long history of  salvation         

recorded in the Bible. 

 Mary is hailed as the “daughter Jerusalem,” called to rejoice that her king, the Lord God, has 

come into her midst as a mighty savior (see Zephaniah 3:14–17). 

 The One whom Mary is to bear will be Son of  “the Most High”—an ancient divine title first used 

to describe the God of  the priest-king Melchizedek, who brought out bread and wine to bless Abraham 

at the dawn of  salvation history (see Genesis 14:18–19). 

 He will fulfill the covenant God makes with His chosen one, David, in today’s First Reading. As 

we sing in today’s Psalm, He will reign forever as highest of  the kings of  the earth, and He will call God 

“my Father.” As Daniel saw the Most High grant everlasting dominion to the Son of  Man (see Daniel 

4:34–35; 7:14), His kingdom will have no end. 

 He is to rule over the house of  Jacob—the 

title God used in making His covenant with Israel at 

Sinai (see Exodus 19:3) and again used in promising 

that all nations would worship the God of  Jacob 

(see Isaiah 2:1–5). 

 Jesus has been made known, Paul says today, 

to bring all nations to the obedience of  faith. We are 

called with Mary today to marvel at all that the Lord 

has done throughout the ages for our salvation. And 

we, too, must respond to this annunciation with 

humble obedience—that His will be done, that our 

lives be lived according to His word. 

- Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.  Tuesday, Thursday 9am-12pm. 

            Wednesday 9am-11am 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon 

Monday through Friday. 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

 

THERE ARE NO DAILY MASSES THIS 

WEEK 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30TH                          

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass Karl Schmid 

 SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 31ST 

7:30 am,  Mass Greg & Alicia Hayward 

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo 

4:00pm Vigil Mass Mary Mother Of  God  

(Saint Patricks) 

MONDAY,  JANUARY 1ST 

8:00 am,  Mass for the Octave of  the       

Nativity 

10:00am Mass Mary Mother of  God  

(Saint Patricks) 



The Husband of  Mary  

 There is nothing unreal about the marriage of  Mary and Joseph. Never, in fact, had earth seen a 

more perfect union, a love so deep, so glorious. For they loved each other in God.   

 The Holy Spirit hovered over their loving union, drawing them ever closer into the tender em-

brace of  the Thrice Holy God. He was the foundation of  their being. In adoring Him, their souls were 

joined. He was the seal of  their oneness. It was this that made the strength and beauty of  their mar-

riage. In his Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul writes: “For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor an-

gels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of  God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

That was the secret time-beat which every instant throbbed in the hearts of  Mary and Joseph. As divine 

love is incorruptible, so their love springing from it was invincible, and indeed, far from distracting 

them from God, it helped to unite them closer to Him. It was so from the time of  their first vows. Jo-

seph then thought he could never love Mary more than at that moment, but after the angel’s revelation 

she became dearer still. The strength of  his attachment made him a new man. The Infant-God that she 

carried increased his reverence, since he looked upon her as a new Ark of  the Covenant and a Taber-

nacle of  the Holy of  Holies. 

  As for Mary, she saw in Joseph the representative of  Divine Authority, the one chosen to be 

God’s coadjutor in the mystery of  the Incarnation, and always she showed him deference, submission 

and tender affection. Their vows of  virginity served but to unite them more closely. It was because their 

love had in it no fleshly desires that it was untroubled by anxiety, doubt, bitterness or disappointment. 

Virginal love is without spot or wrinkle. They knew nothing of  what St. Paul calls “the tribulation of  

the flesh” (I Cor. 7:28). Holy in mind and body, their affection for each other was capable of  constant 

enrichment and increase: “O holy virginity,” cried Bossuet, “your fires are stronger because they are 

free; the flames that burn in us can never equal the ardor of  the chaste embrace of  souls whom love of  

purity binds together.”  

 It would be a great mistake, however, to imagine that their spiritual attachment had in it nothing 

of  the senses. There is no reason to think that they were deprived of  that tender natural attraction deep 

in the heart of  those who love. Joseph had perhaps the presentiment that Mary, because of  her mission, 

would one day be named by the whole world “cause of  our joy.” In any case, now living with him in his 

home, where until death they would be together, she was and could be the constant cause of  his joy. 

 And Mary? She treasured in her heart all Joseph’s words and acts of  delicate thoughtfulness, and 

she gave him in return the joyous and devoted service of  a loyal wife, foreseeing each desire, granting 

every wish. Their great delight was to see how best each could please the other. “I am a little servant,” 

said Mary. “No, God Himself  appointed me to serve you.” And so it went. And now while Mary spun 

and hemmed swaddling clothes, Joseph fashioned the cradle wherein very soon the Son of  the Most 

High, the King of  Creation, the Savior of  the world would lay His infant head. 

 Commentary from Joseph the Silent by Fr. Henri-Michel Gasnier, O.P. (1899-1964)  



Parish Events & Notifications 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 

 NFP uses the physical signs placed by God 
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three 
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are 
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400  

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 

 The parish is looking for volunteers who 
would be interested in participating in the “Seven 
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to 
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy 
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of  the 
parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves 
a commitment of  praying in the church one day a 
week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 
Parra at (509)993-2864.  

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 

 The parish is in need of  young men willing 
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension, 
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are 
required. Please email the office.   

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

 If  you desire consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963. 

 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families 
and friends who are not in full communion with 
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their 
Catholic faith. Please join us.   

Text NCYM to 84576 for Flocknote registration 



Air Conditioning 

Gas Conversions  

Plumbing/Heating  

Furnaces & Boilers 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

Furnaces & Boilers 

Plumbing/Heating  

Gas Conversions  

Air Conditioning 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

 

Holiness is possible by the moment!    Letting someone go ahead of you in the grocery line.    That’s Holy!   Holiness is possible!  Have you Seen, heard or made a holy moment? Text 509-362-1556  Lets post it here!  Holiness is possible by the moment! Go out of your way to do something nice for your spouse. That’s Holy! Holiness is possible by the moment! Do the least enjoyable task for someone who is suffering That’s Holy! Holiness is possible by the moment! Control your temper even when justified in losing it. That’s Holy! Before making a decision ask, “Will this help  me become a-better-version-of -myself?” That’s being Holy!  Holiness is possible by the moment!  Being patient with the person who drives you crazy. That’s Holy!   Holiness is possible! Getting honest with yourself about self-destructive habits. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Teaching someone how to pray. That’s a Holy Moment!   Holiness is possible moment by moment! Giving the one in front of you your full attention. That’s Holy! Holiness is Possible Moment by Moment! Participating in the Mass. That’s a Holy Hour!   Holiness is possible! Telling God that you trust he has a great plan for your life. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Staying calm in the midst of a crisis. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Staying calm in the midst of a crisis. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Making a healthy eating choice. That’s a Holy Moment! WE ARE THE CHURCH!  Please Support  Our Spokane Catholic Businesses  509-362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net    Get to Know, Love & Support, Fellow Spokane Catholics    SpokaneCatholic.Net “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself.”  Mt 22:39   Find More Catholic Neighbors @ SpokaneCatholic.Net We Are Your Neighborhood Catholic Bulletin Provider!   Call Jeff Byrd 362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net Spokane Catholic Network:  Your Neighborhood Bulletin Provider!  362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net You Can Advertise Business Here and Support Our Weekly Bulletin! Space Available!  Call: 509-362-1556   

     
 

 

Guaranteed Virus Removal  
Computer Lessons For  

All Skill Levels  

 
 
 

Call Mike Today!  

(509) 999-0014 

OurParishNetwork.org  Connect, Learn, Grow, Shop, Save, & More 

Please Support the Sponsors Who Support Our Parish (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor  Please let these advertisers know we support them!  (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor) 

 MANTLE OF MARY  
CUSTOM SCAPULARS 

ROSARIES   
Custom Devotionals 

208-914-5009 
www.mantleofmary.org   

                               BANNERS-BANNERS-BANNERS  AS LARGE AS 25 X100 FEET Call 509-818-0350 GOT MORTGAGE?  Pay-Off as Soon as 5 to 7 Years!    See New Sponsor below Please Welcome Our Newest Sponsor! Arby’s of Spokane “Ask Christ to help you to become happy.” Saint Paul Miki                                  FOR KITCHEN & BATH TILE, AND HOME REPAIR  CALL 509-818-0350 
Solution Enterprises LLC 

                              WINDOW CLEANING  CALL 509 818 0350  Say “He Is Risen” for 10% off  quote. Solution Enterprises LLC 

Is my will Gods will? 

                                   NEED BANNERS, STICKERS, MAGNETS, BOOKLETS?    CALL 509 818 0350 Solution Enterprises LLC 

 
 

Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of faith is to see what you believe.  — St Augustine 

 

When the devil 

reminds you of 

your past,  

remind him of his 

future. 

————-- 

Saint Theresa  

of Avila 

 

 

 

Sponsored by  
Dynamic Solution  

Enterprises LLC 

509 818-0350  

 

I promise you 

happiness,  

not in this 

world,  

But in the next 

————-- 

Our Lady of 

Lourdes 

 

 

Sponsored by  
Dynamic Printing & Sign 

 

8117 N Division 

509 818-0350  

 

The world is  

poisoned by  

erroneous  

theories, and 

needs to be taught 

sane doctrines, 

but it is  difficult 

to straighten 

what is crooked. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Saint Francis  

Xavier Cabrini 

 

Sponsored by  

Dynamic Print Solutions 

509 818-0350  

Silver Lining  Tidying Artist  Angela Johnston Byrd  Gain Space. Energy. Peace. Call & mention ad below 

 

 

Canvas Prints, Posters, Stickers, Magnets,  

Business Cards, Banners, Signs and More! 

509.818.0350 

 

 

Spokane Arby’s 
 

328 W. Third 
6316 N. Division 

10407 E. Sprague 
15327 E. Indiana  

Bulletin Advertising Sponsorships available 509-362-1556 

 

J 

1 

S 

F 

I 

F 

C 

7 

7 

2 

N 

N 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mention This Ad for 10% Off 

Your Quote  

 

Hardwood, 

Luxury Vinyl 

Plank & Carpet 

 Installation, 

Sales & Repair 
 

Ask for John  
509-466-6433 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

509-288-9975 

“You never regret getting your books in check” 

206-647-2025 

425-301-1431 

riley@accesswealthadvisors.com 

        
 

     Our Motto is, “Buy Local, Buy Catholic” How About You?     509.818.0350 


