
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

    December 17th, 2023 

Christmas Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve Sunday 24th 

4:00pm English Mass (St Patricks) 
 

Christmas Day Monday 25th  

8:00 am Mass  (Saint Francis Xavier ) 

10:00am English Mass  (St Patricks)  

The Introit for today’s Mass reminds us that, while the season of  Advent is one of  penance 
and anticipation, we must also pause and rejoice at the nearness of  Our Lord.  

“Today, again, the Church is full of  joy, and the joy is greater than it was. It is true that her 
Lord has not come; but she feels that He is nearer than before, and therefore she thinks it 
just to lessen some what the austerity of  this penitential season by the innocent 
cheerfulness of  her sacred rites. And first, this Sunday has had the name of  Gaudete given 
to it, from the first word of  the Introit; it also is honoured with those impressive 
exceptions which belong to the fourth Sunday of  Lent, called 
Laetare. The organ is played at the Mass; the vestments are 
rose-colour; the deacon resumes the dalmatic, and the 
subdeacon the tunic; and in cathedral churches the bishop 
assists with the precious mitre. How touching are all these 
usages, and how admirable this condescension of  the Church, 
wherewith she so beautifully blends together the unalterable 
strictness of  the dogmas of  faith and the graceful poetry of  
the formulae of  her liturgy. 

The Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper Guéranger  

THIRD  SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell,  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, 

Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills 

Care Center and Cherrywood Place.   

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

A COMMENTARY FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

ONE WHO IS COMING 

 

 The mysterious figure of  John the Baptist, introduced in last week’s readings, comes into sharper 

focus today. Who he is, we see in today’s Gospel, is best understood by who he isn’t. 

 He is not Elijah returned from the heavens (see 2 Kings 2:11), although like him he dresses in the 

prophet’s attire (see Mark 1:6; 2 Kings 1:8) and preaches repentance and judgment (see 1 Kings 18:21; 2 

Chronicles 21:12–15). 

 Not Elijah in the flesh, John is nonetheless sent in the spirit and power of  Elijah to fulfill his  

mission (see Luke 1:17; Malachi 3:23–24). 

 Neither is John the prophet Moses foretold, although he is a kinsman and speaks God’s word 

(see Deuteronomy 18:15–19; John 6:14). Nor is John the Messiah, though he has been anointed by the 

Spirit since he was in the womb (see Luke 1:15, 44). 

 John prepares the way for the Lord (see Isaiah 40:3). The baptism he performs is symbolic, not 

sacramental. It is a sign given to stir our hearts to repentance. 

 John shows us the One upon whom the Spirit remains (see John 1:32), the One who fulfills the 

promise we hear in today’s First Reading (see Luke 4:16–21). Jesus’ bath of  rebirth and the Spirit opens  

a fountain that purifies Israel and gives to all a new heart and a 

new Spirit (see Zechariah 13:1–3; Ezekiel 36:24–27; Mark 

1:8; Titus 3:5). 

 John comes to us in the Advent readings to show us the 

light, that we might believe in the One who comes at Christmas. 

As we sing in today’s Responsorial, the Mighty One has come to 

lift each of  us up, to fill our hunger with bread from heaven 

(see John 6:33, 49–51). 

 And as Paul exhorts in today’s Epistle, we should rejoice, 

give thanks, and pray without ceasing that God will make us   

perfectly holy in spirit, soul, and body—that we may be      

blameless when our Lord comes. 

- Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.  Tuesday, Thursday 9am-12pm. 

            Wednesday 9am-11am 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon 

Monday through Friday. 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18TH 

5:30 pm, Mass Dan &Lydia McLeod 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19TH 

8:00am , Mass Georgia Schrempp  

9:15am Church decorating                                                           

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20TH 

4:30 pm, Confessions 

5:30 pm, Mass Dan Inglish 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21ST 

8:00am , Mass  Joseph Inglish      

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23RD                          

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass Karl Schmid 

 SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 24TH 

7:30 am,  Mass Gabriel Ciesla 

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo 



Parish Events & Notifications 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 

 NFP uses the physical signs placed by God 
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three 
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are 
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400  

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 

 The parish is looking for volunteers who 
would be interested in participating in the “Seven 
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to 
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy 
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of  the 
parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves 
a commitment of  praying in the church one day a 
week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 
Parra at (509)993-2864.  

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 

 The parish is in need of  young men willing 
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension, 
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are 
required. Please email the office.   

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

 If  you desire consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963. 

 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families 
and friends who are not in full communion with 
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their 
Catholic faith. Please join us.   

Text NCYM to 84576 for Flocknote registration 



Blessed Urban V, Pope December 19th 

Urban V is regarded as the best of  the so-called Avignon Popes who ruled the Church for some one 

hundred and seventy years from Avignon in the 13th and 14th centuries. Born in Grisac, France, in 

1310, William of  Grimoard became a noted Benedictine canonist and served as papal legate to Milan 

and Naples before being elected Pope in 1362. 

 

The most important event of  his reign was his abortive attempt to return the papacy to Rome,       

which occurred in 1367. He restored the papal buildings and reconciled the Eastern Emperor John      

V  Palaeologus to the Church. He also concluded an alliance with Emperor Charles IV, founded the      

Universities of  Krakow and Vienna, and aided the universities of  Avignon, Toulouse, Orange, and    

Orleans. 

 

However, political conflicts obliged the Pope to return to Avignon in 1370. In June of  that year he    

informed the Romans that he was leaving them for the good of  the Church, 

and on September 5 he sailed for France with a heavy heart. On December 

19, he was dead, called  by a contemporary “a light of  the world and a way  

of  truth; a lover of  righteousness, fleeing from wickedness and fearing God.” 

His cult was approved in 1870 by Pope Pius IX. 

 

PRAYER: Almighty and eternal God, You willed to set Blessed Urban over 

your entire people and to go before them in word and example. By his       

intercession keep the pastors of  Your Church together with their flocks and 

guide them in the way of  eternal salvation. Amen.  

We Will decorate the Church for Christmas on 

December 19th at 9:15am after the Daily Mass. 

 

Light Snacks and Hot chocolate provided in the Narthex 

 

If  anyone has ideas for decorations along the side isles in the 

nave, under the windows, let me know by tomorrow, so we can 

get supplies. 



Air Conditioning 

Gas Conversions  

Plumbing/Heating  

Furnaces & Boilers 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

Is my will Gods will? 
 
 

Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of faith is to see what you believe.  — St Augustine 

Furnaces & Boilers 

Plumbing/Heating  

Gas Conversions  

Air Conditioning 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

 

PH (509) 598-8244 
Maintenance * Diagnosis * Brakes * Emissions 
 Engines * Transmissions * High Performance 

3620 N Nevada Street  

  

Holiness is possible by the moment!    Letting someone go ahead of you in the grocery line.    That’s Holy!   Holiness is possible!  Have you Seen, heard or made a holy moment? Text 509-362-1556  Lets post it here!  Holiness is possible by the moment! Go out of your way to do something nice for your spouse. That’s Holy! Holiness is possible by the moment! Do the least enjoyable task for someone who is suffering That’s Holy! Holiness is possible by the moment! Control your temper even when justified in losing it. That’s Holy! Before making a decision ask, “Will this help  me become a-better-version-of -myself?” That’s being Holy!  Holiness is possible by the moment!  Being patient with the person who drives you crazy. That’s Holy!   Holiness is possible! Getting honest with yourself about self-destructive habits. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Teaching someone how to pray. That’s a Holy Moment!   Holiness is possible moment by moment! Giving the one in front of you your full attention. That’s Holy! Holiness is Possible Moment by Moment! Participating in the Mass. That’s a Holy Hour! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

509.489.3552 
HRCSPOKANE.COM 

#HERITRC951MR 

  Holiness is possible! Telling God that you trust he has a great plan for your life. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Staying calm in the midst of a crisis. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Staying calm in the midst of a crisis. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Making a healthy eating choice. That’s a Holy Moment! WE ARE THE CHURCH!  Please Support  Our Spokane Catholic Businesses  509-362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net    Get to Know, Love & Support, Fellow Spokane Catholics    SpokaneCatholic.Net “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself.”  Mt 22:39   Find More Catholic Neighbors @ SpokaneCatholic.Net We Are Your Neighborhood Catholic Bulletin Provider!   Call Jeff Byrd 362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net Spokane Catholic Network:  Your Neighborhood Bulletin Provider!  362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net You Can Advertise Business Here and Support Our Weekly Bulletin! Space Available!  Call: 509-362-1556   

     
 

 

Guaranteed Virus Removal  
Computer Lessons For  

All Skill Levels  

 
 
 

Call Mike Today!  

(509) 999-0014 

OurParishNetwork.org  Connect, Learn, Grow, Shop, Save, & More 

Please Support the Sponsors Who Support Our Parish (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor  Please let these advertisers know we support them!  (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor) 

 

Space Available   

 

 

Call Jeff 

 

 

509-362-1556  

   MANTLE OF MARY  
CUSTOM SCAPULARS 

ROSARIES   
Custom Devotionals 

208-914-5009 
www.mantleofmary.org   

                               BANNERS-BANNERS-BANNERS  AS LARGE AS 25 X100 FEET Call 509-818-0350 GOT MORTGAGE?  Pay-Off as Soon as 5 to 7 Years!    See New Sponsor below 

Hardwood, 

Luxury Vinyl 

Plank & Carpet 

 Installation, 

Sales & Repair 
 

Ask for John  
509-466-6433 

Please Welcome Our Newest Sponsor! Arby’s of Spokane “Ask Christ to help you to become happy.” Saint Paul Miki                                  FOR KITCHEN & BATH TILE, AND HOME REPAIR  CALL 509-818-0350 
Solution Enterprises LLC 

                              WINDOW CLEANING  CALL 509 818 0350  Say “He Is Risen” for 10% off  quote. Solution Enterprises LLC                                    NEED BANNERS, STICKERS, MAGNETS, BOOKLETS?    CALL 509 818 0350 Solution Enterprises LLC 

 

The Official Spokane 
Catholic Directory  

Dinner  

 
 

OPEN  
6AM - 2PM 

509-474-9214 

 

 

1412 W. 2nd Ave 

        
 

     Our Motto is, “Buy Local, Buy Catholic” How About You?     509.818.0350 

 

 

Canvas Printing Stretched on Wood Frame   

20”x16” $79.00 

 509.818.0350 
 

Bulletin Advertising Sponsorships available 509-362-1556 
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Mention This Ad for 10% Off 

Your Quote  

 

 

Canvas Prints, Posters, Stickers, Magnets,  

Business Cards, Banners, Signs and More! 

509.818.0350 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

509-288-9975 

“You never regret getting your books in check” 


