
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

   December 8th , 2024 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
IMPROVING THE MANNER IN WHICH WE ASSIST AT MASS 

 There is no exercise which is more pleasing to God, or more meritorious, or which has greater influence in         

infusing solid piety into the soul, than the assisting at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. If this be true at all the various     

seasons of the Christian year, it is so, in a very special manner, during the holy time of Advent. The faithful, therefore, 

should make every effort in order to enjoy this precious blessing, even on those days when they are not obliged to it by 

the precept of the Church. 

 With what gratitude ought they to assist at that Divine Sacrifice, for which the world had been longing for four 

thousand years! God has granted them to be born after the fulfillment of that stupendous and merciful oblation, and 

would not put them in the generations of men who died before they could partake of its reality and its riches! This       

notwithstanding, they must earnestly unite with the Church in praying for the coming of the Redeemer, so to pay their 

share of that great debt, which God has put upon all, whether living before or after the fulfillment of the mystery of the 

Incarnation. Let them think of this in assisting at the Holy Sacrifice. 

 Let them also remember that this great Sacrifice, which perpetuates on this earth, even to the end of time, though 

in an unbloody manner, the real oblation of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, has this for its express aim: to prepare 

the souls of the faithful for the mysterious coming of God, Who redeemed our souls only that He might take possession 

of them. It not only prepares, it even effects this glorious advent of Christ. 

 Let them, in the third place, lovingly profit by the presence of, and intimacy with, Jesus, to which this hidden yet 

saving mystery admits them; that so, when He comes in that other way, whereby He will judge the world in terrible      

majesty, He may recognize them as His friends, and even then, when mercy shall give place to justice, again save them. 

 We shall now endeavor to embody these sentiments in our explanation of the mysteries of the Holy Mass, and 

initiate the faithful into these divine secrets; not, indeed, by indiscreetly presuming to translate the sacred formulae, but by 

suggesting such acts, as will enable those, who hear Mass, to enter into the ceremonies and sentiments of the Church and 

of the priest. 

 The faithful, in assisting at Mass during Advent, should first know whether it is going to be said according to the 

Advent rite, or in honor of the Blessed Virgin, or of a saint, or, finally, for the dead. The color of the vestments worn by 

the priest will tell them all this. Purple is used, if the Mass be of Advent; white or red, if of our Lady or the saints; and 

black, if for the dead. If the priest be vested in purple, the faithful must excite within themselves the spirit of penance 

which the Church would signify by this color. They should do the same, no matter what may be the color of the         

vestments; for in every Mass   during Advent, with the exception of 

Masses for the dead, the priest is obliged, even on the greatest feasts, 

to make a commemoration of Advent three separate times, and thus 

to make use of the same expressions of   repentance and sorrow as 

he would in a Mass proper to the time of   Advent. 

 

Extracts from the Commentary on the Daily Liturgy of the Church 

by Dom Prosper Guéranger 1805-1875 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell,  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, 

Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills 

Care Center and Cherrywood Place.  

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

The Road Home: Reflection for the Second Sunday in Advent 

 Today’s Psalm paints a dreamlike scene—a road filled with liberated captives heading   

home to Zion (Jerusalem), mouths filled with laughter, tongues rejoicing. 

 It’s a glorious picture from Israel’s past, a “new exodus,” the deliverance from exile in    

Babylon. It’s being recalled in a moment of  obvious uncertainty and anxiety. But the psalmist    

isn’t waxing nostalgic. 

 Remembering “the Lord has done great things” in the past, he is making an act of  faith 

and hope—that God will come to Israel in its present need, that He’ll do even greater things in 

the future. 

 This is what the Advent readings are all about: We recall God’s saving deeds—in the history 

of  Israel and in the coming of  Jesus. Our remembrance is meant to stir our faith, to fill us with 

confidence that, as today’s Epistle puts it, “the one who began a good work in [us] will continue 

to complete it” until He comes again in glory. 

 Each of  us, the Liturgy teaches, is like Israel in her exile—led into captivity by our          

sinfulness, in need of  restoration and conversion by the Word of  the Holy One (see Baruch 5:5). 

The lessons of  salvation history should teach us that, as God again and again delivered Israel, in 

His mercy He will free us from our attachments to sin if  we turn to Him in repentance. 

 That’s the message of  John, introduced in today’s Gospel as the last of  the great prophets 

(compare Jeremiah 1:1–4, 11). But John is greater than 

the prophets (see Luke 7:27). He’s preparing the way not 

only for a new redemption of  Israel but for the          

salvation of  “all flesh” (see also Acts 28:28). 

 John quotes Isaiah (40:3) to tell us he’s come to 

build a road home for us, a way out of  the wilderness  

of  sin and alienation from God. It’s a road we’ll follow 

Jesus down, a journey we’ll make, as today’s First     

Reading puts it, “rejoicing that [we’re] remembered      

by God.” 

 

 Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.   

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,THURSDAY 

9AM-12PM 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

 

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9TH 

FEAST ON THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

5:30pm Mass Evie  Taylor 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10TH 

8:00am Mass Georgia Schrempp 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11TH                    

4:30pm Confessions 

5:30 pm, Mass Leslie Kilgore 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12TH 

8:00am , Mass Karen Kilgore 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH                                

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo 

 SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 15TH 

7:30 am,  Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am,  Mass Pro Populo 



Seven Sisters Apostolate  

The parish is looking for volunteers who would be 

interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters  

Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen 

the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed 

every day for the intention of  the parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves a 

commitment of  praying in the church one day a 

week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 

Parra at (509) 362-8646 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Online!!      

Just Scan the QR Code 

Above 
 

Find a Time -  

Catechesis St X/St Pats 

 
We are looking to have a meeting to get 

things organized for a catechetical program 
at St X/St Pats and possibly Mary Queen. 
Those who are interested in helping with  

catechesis either on the front end to get the 
curriculum set up and/or those willing to 

teach please mark all times that would work 
for you to meet.  

I would like to keep the meeting to no more 
than an hour. We plan to meet at Chesterton. 
If  you know of  anyone else who would like 
to assist, please put them in touch with me. 

Text/Call/Email with any questions or   
comments (509-332-0850) 

women.of.st.x@gmail.com  

Women of  St Francis 

Xavier 

In an effort to cultivate more   

community at St Francis Xavier, 

the women of  the parish have 

formed the group: the “Women of  

St X”. 

 

If  you are interested in taking an 

active role in creating a vibrant 

parish  community, please email  

women.of.st.x@gmail.com. 



             St. Gregory III, Pope December 10th 

 Gregory, the son of a Syrian named John, became a priest in Rome. Because of his great love 

of learning and holiness, he was elected Pope by acclamation on February 11, 731, while                    

accompanying the funeral procession for Gregory II. He went on to rule the Church until 741. 

 As Pope, the Saint saw to it that the Gospel was preached to the Germanic people and that 

churches were decorated with sacred images in opposition to the Iconoclasts, who forbade the use 

of such images. He also convoked two synods in Rome in 731 and incurred the wrath of the Eastern 

Emperor Leo the Iconoclast. 

 Gregory welcomed St. Boniface when the latter made his third visit to Rome in 737, and he 

sent the English monk St. Willibald to help him in his missionary work. At the same time, Gregory 

wrote to people of importance on its behalf. 

 The Liber Pontificalis (the “Papal Book”) states that Gregory was a man of deep humility and 

true wisdom. He had a good knowledge of the Sacred Scriptures and heir meaning, and knew the 

Psalms by heart. He was a polished and successful preacher, skilled in Latin and Greek, and a strict 

upholder of the Catholic Faith. He was a lover of poverty and of the poor, a protector of widows and 

orphans, and a friend to monks and nuns. He died in 741. 

 PRAYER: Almighty and eternal God, You willed to set St. Gregory over Your entire people and 

to go before them in word and example. By his intercession keep the pastors of Your Church          

together with their flocks and guide them in the way of eternal salvation. Amen. 

“From St Patricks” 

The Missionaries of  Charity wish to     
extend an invitation to an  Advent     

morning of  Recollection.  

Please join us on December 14th  beginning 
with 8:00 a.m. Mass celebrated by Father 

Barnett.   

    The morning will include time for  reflecting on 
the season in preparation of  our Lord's birth,    

Adoration, and Confession. 

Our morning will conclude at noon. Please feel 
free to come when you can, as long as you can. 

Bring your family and friends.  

 

We hope to see you all there! 



Air Conditioning 

Gas Conversions  

Plumbing/Heating  

Furnaces & Boilers 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

Furnaces & Boilers 

Plumbing/Heating  

Gas Conversions  

Air Conditioning 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

 

 

Canvas Prints, Posters, Stickers, Magnets,  

Business Cards, Banners, Signs and More! 

509.818.0350 

 
 

SpokaneCatholic.Com  The Spokane Catholic Business Directory Including: 
Mass Times, Diocese Events, Daily Readings, and More!  
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Mention This Ad for 10% Off 

Your Quote  

 

PH (509) 598-8244 
Maintenance * Diagnosis * Brakes * Emissions 
 Engines * Transmissions * High Performance 

3620 N Nevada Street  

SpokaneCatholic.com SpokaneCatholic.com 
Apply for Your 

FREE 
Business Listing 

Apply for Your 

FREE 
Business Listing 

 
 

              Spokane Catholic Network -  Catholic Business Directory, 

           Mass Times, Diocese Events, Daily Readings & More!  

        
   

  Below you will find good people looking to do business with good people. 
 Please call them, if you are one. Please call me... if your business is one : )    509.818.0350 

Hardwood, 

Luxury Vinyl 

Plank & Carpet 

 Installation, 

Sales & Repair 
 

Ask for John  
509-466-6433 

 

Professional Window Cleaning 
Let Me Help You! Affordable Rates plus 10% Off  When You mention this Bulletin ad Below 

Graham Byrd  509.290.2879 

   Call now for Home, Auto and Life 
   Insurance. 

 
 

  Thank yourself Later. 
  Bastian & Dezirea Blumig 
  509.879.3892 

“Country Financial” is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family  
of affiliated companies (collectively, “COUNTRY”). Which include COUNTRY Life  
Insurance Company”, Country Mutual Insurance Company “, and their  

respective subsidiaries, located in Bloomington Illinois. 

 

Call Carol 509-979-0949 

 

 
Gentle, Loving Therapy 

Dog Temperaments 
Already Crate Trained, 
Sleep Thru the Night. 
Joyful, Smart, Easy to 
Train, Already Know.. 

Come, Sit, Down & Roll 
Over.  

 
 

What Makes a 
Blue Star  

Australian 
Labradoodle the  
Perfect Choice?   

  

      Below you will find good people looking to do business with good people like you. 
 Would it be a bad idea to call them 1st when needing these goods and services? 

I Buy Local!  And I Buy Catholic! 
 

Sponsors seen here are who I brag about! 
Jeffrey Byrd  

 

(Call me and let me brag about you too!) 

509.818.0350 




