
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

 November 12th, 2023 

 God has sown the good seed generously in His field, the world; He has sown grace and love, and 
the desire for total oblation, the ideals of  an apostolic, religious, saintly life. But, in the midst of  all this 
good, the enemy comes to sow evil. Why does God permit this? To sift His servants as we sift grain, to 
test them.  

 Sometimes we are scandalized, seeing evil working its way even into the best places, seeing that 
even among God’s friends, among those who should be a source of  edification to others, there are some 
who behave unworthily. Then we are filled with zeal, like the servants in the parable. We want to remedy 
this evil and root up the cockle. “Wilt Thou that we go and gather it up?” But God answers, “No, lest 
perhaps gathering up the cockle, you root up the wheat also together with it.” The cockle is spared, not 
because it is good, but in order to save the wheat. In the same way God spares the wicked and does not 
destroy them, for the sake of  the elect.  

 When God asks us to endure with patience certain situations, as inevitable as they are deplorable, 
He asks for one of  the greatest exercises of  charity, compassion, and mercy. He does not tell us to 
fraternize with evil, to make a league with the cockle, but He tells us to endure it with the longanimity 
with which He Himself  endured it. Was there not a traitor among the Apostles? Yet Jesus wanted him 
among His intimates — and with how much love He treated him! Indeed one of  the greatest 
opportunities for the practice of  charity is offered us by those who by their evil conduct give us so many 
occasions for forgiving them, for returning good for evil, and for suffering injustice for the love of  God.  

 Moreover, we should consider that, whereas cockle cannot be changed into wheat, it is always 
possible for the wicked to be converted and become good. Were not Magdalen, the good thief, and 
Peter, who had denied Jesus, converted? This 
is one of  the strongest motives to incite us to 
do good to all. When our love is perfect, we 
are able to live among the wicked without 
being harsh or contentious, without being 
influenced by them, but rather doing them 
good.  

 

Commentary from Divine Intimacy by Father Gabriel of St. Mary 
Magdalen, O.C.D. (1893-1953).   

32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  ≈  THE 5TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

(RESUMED) 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell,  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, 

Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills 

Care Center and Cherrywood Place.   

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

A COMMENTARY FOR THE 32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

MEMBERS OF THE WEDDIING 

 

 According to marriage customs of  Jesus’ day, a bride was first “betrothed” to her husband but 

continued for a time to live with her family. Then, at the appointed hour some months later, the groom 

would come to claim her, leading her family and bridal party to the wedding feast that would celebrate 

and inaugurate their new life together. 

 This is the background to the parable of  the last judgment we hear in today’s Gospel. 

 In the parable’s symbolism, Jesus is the Bridegroom (see Mark 2:19). In this, He fulfills God’s    

ancient promise to join Himself  forever to His chosen people as a husband cleaves to his bride 

(see Hosea 2:16–20). The virgins of  the bridal party represent us, the members of  the Church. 

 We were “betrothed” to Jesus in Baptism (see 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:25–27) and are 

called to lives of  holiness and devotion until He comes again to lead us to the heavenly wedding feast   

at the end of  time (see Revelation 19:7–9; 21:1–4). 

 As St. Paul warns in today’s Epistle, Jesus is coming again, 

though we know not the day nor      the hour. 

 We need to keep vigil throughout the dark night of  this time 

in which our Bridegroom seems long delayed. We need to keep our 

souls’ lamps filled with the oil of  perseverance and desire for 

God— virtues that are extolled in today’s First Reading and Psalm. 

 We are to seek Him in love, meditating upon His kindness, 

calling upon His name, striving to be ever more worthy of  Him, to 

be found without spot or blemish when He comes. 

 If  we do this, we will be counted as wise and the oil for our 

lamps will not run dry (see 1 Kings 17:16). We will perceive the 

Bridegroom, the Wisdom of  God (see Proverbs 8:12–21, 35; 9:1–6), 

hastening toward us, beckoning us to the table He has prepared, the 

rich banquet which will satisfy our souls. 

 

- Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
9am-12pm. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon 

Monday through Friday. 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH 

5:30 pm, Mass Nicholas Genna 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH 

8:00am , Mass Georgia Schrempp                                 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH 

4:30 pm, Confessions 

5:30 pm, Mass Pro Populo 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH 

8:00am , Mass Religious 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH                         

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo 

 SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 19TH 

7:30 am,  Mass Poor souls 

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo 



REMEMBER OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

 We continue to distribute food through the 
Missionaries of  Charity and Caritas services. 
Please leave your donations of  nonperishable 
items by the doors of  the church.   

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 

 NFP uses the physical signs placed by God 
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three 
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are 
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400  

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 

 The parish is looking for volunteers who 
would be interested in participating in the “Seven 
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to 
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy 
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of  the 
parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves 
a commitment of  praying in the church one day a 
week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 
Parra at (509)993-2864.  

Parish Events & Notifications 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 

 The parish is in need of  young men willing 
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension, 
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are 
required. Please email the office.   

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

 If  you desire consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963. 

 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families 
and friends who are not in full communion with 
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their 
Catholic faith. Please join us.   

Text NCYM to 84576 for Flocknote registration 



St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 

 

 Frances Xavier Cabrini was born in Lombardy, Italy, in 1850, one of  the thirteen 

children. At eighteen, she desired to become a Sister but poor health stood in her way.   

She helped her parents until their death, and then worked on a farm with her brothers   

and sisters. 

 

 One day a priest asked Frances to teach in a girls’ school, and she stayed for six years. 

At the request of  her Bishop, she founded the Missionary Sisters of  the Sacred Heart to 

care for poor children in schools and hospitals. Then at the urging of  Pope Leo XIII she 

came to the United States with six Sisters in 1889 to work among the Italian immigrants. 

 

 Filled with a deep trust in God and endowed with a wonderful administrative ability, 

this remarkable woman soon founded schools, hospitals, and orphanages in a strange land 

and saw them flourish in the aid of  Italian immigrants and children. At 

the time of  her death, in Chicago on December 22, 1917, her institute 

numbered houses in England, France, Spain, the United States, and 

South America. In 1946, she became the first American citizen to be 

canonized, when she was elevated to sainthood by Pope Pius XII. 

 

PRAYER: God, You called St. Francis Cabrini from Italy to serve the 

immigrants of  America. By her example teach us concern for the 

stranger, the sick, and the frustrated. By her prayers help us to see 

Christ in all the men and women we encounter. Amen. 

Volunteers for Parish Schola 

We are taking an assessment of  who would be      

interested in being in a schola to sing for High   

Holy Days and Major Feasts. 

Please let me know so we can get decide if  this is 

something we can do. 

Thanks, Taylor (Music Director) 



Air Conditioning 

Gas Conversions  

Plumbing/Heating  

Furnaces & Boilers 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

Furnaces & Boilers 

Plumbing/Heating  

Gas Conversions  

Air Conditioning 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

  

Holiness is possible by the moment!    Letting someone go ahead of you in the grocery line.    That’s Holy!   Holiness is possible!  Have you Seen, heard or made a holy moment? Text 509-362-1556  Lets post it here!  Holiness is possible by the moment! Go out of your way to do something nice for your spouse. That’s Holy! Holiness is possible by the moment! Do the least enjoyable task for someone who is suffering That’s Holy! Holiness is possible by the moment! Control your temper even when justified in losing it. That’s Holy! Before making a decision ask, “Will this help  me become a-better-version-of -myself?” That’s being Holy!  Holiness is possible by the moment!  Being patient with the person who drives you crazy. That’s Holy!   Holiness is possible! Getting honest with yourself about self-destructive habits. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Teaching someone how to pray. That’s a Holy Moment!   Holiness is possible moment by moment! Giving the one in front of you your full attention. That’s Holy! Holiness is Possible Moment by Moment! Participating in the Mass. That’s a Holy Hour! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

509.489.3552 
HRCSPOKANE.COM 

#HERITRC951MR 

  Holiness is possible! Telling God that you trust he has a great plan for your life. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Staying calm in the midst of a crisis. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Staying calm in the midst of a crisis. That’s a Holy Moment! Holiness is possible moment by moment! Making a healthy eating choice. That’s a Holy Moment! WE ARE THE CHURCH!  Please Support  Our Spokane Catholic Businesses  509-362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net    Get to Know, Love & Support, Fellow Spokane Catholics    SpokaneCatholic.Net “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself.”  Mt 22:39   Find More Catholic Neighbors @ SpokaneCatholic.Net We Are Your Neighborhood Catholic Bulletin Provider!   Call Jeff Byrd 362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net Spokane Catholic Network:  Your Neighborhood Bulletin Provider!  362-1556  SpokaneCatholic.Net You Can Advertise Business Here and Support Our Weekly Bulletin! Space Available!  Call: 509-362-1556   

     
 

 

Guaranteed Virus Removal  
Computer Lessons For  

All Skill Levels  

 
 
 

Call Mike Today!  

(509) 999-0014 

OurParishNetwork.org  Connect, Learn, Grow, Shop, Save, & More 

Please Support the Sponsors Who Support Our Parish (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor  Please let these advertisers know we support them!  (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor) 

 

 MANTLE OF MARY  
CUSTOM SCAPULARS 

ROSARIES   
Custom Devotionals 

208-914-5009 
www.mantleofmary.org   

                               BANNERS-BANNERS-BANNERS  AS LARGE AS 25 X100 FEET Call 509-818-0350 GOT MORTGAGE?  Pay-Off as Soon as 5 to 7 Years!    See New Sponsor below 

Hardwood, 

Luxury Vinyl 

Plank & Carpet 

 Installation, 

Sales & Repair 
 

Ask for John  
509-466-6433 

Please Welcome Our Newest Sponsor! Arby’s of Spokane 

  

Spokane Arby’s 
 

328 W. Third 
6316 N. Division 

10407 E. Sprague 
15327 E. Indiana  

“Ask Christ to help you to become happy.” Saint Paul Miki                                  FOR KITCHEN & BATH TILE, AND HOME REPAIR  CALL 509-818-0350 
Solution Enterprises LLC 

                              WINDOW CLEANING  CALL 509 818 0350  Say “He Is Risen” for 10% off  quote. Solution Enterprises LLC 

 

SOLUTION ENTERPRISES LLC 
 

Use Window Cleaning Discount Code  

“He is Risen” for 10% off your quote. 

509.818.0350 DNYAMSE772DZ 

Is my will Gods will? 

 
SOLUTION ENTERPRISES LLC 

 

Printing Banners, Posters. Stickers, 

 Magnets, Booklets. Bulletins and More! 

509.818.0350 

                                   NEED BANNERS, STICKERS, MAGNETS, BOOKLETS?    CALL 509 818 0350 Solution Enterprises LLC 

 
 

Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of faith is to see what you believe.  — St Augustine 

 

When the devil 

reminds you of 

your past,  

remind him of his 

future. 

————-- 

Saint Theresa  

of Avila 

 

 

 

Sponsored by  
Dynamic Solution  

Enterprises LLC 

509 818-0350  

 

I promise you 

happiness,  

not in this 

world,  

But in the next 

————-- 

Our Lady of 

Lourdes 

 

 

Sponsored by  
Dynamic Printing & Sign 

 

8117 N Division 

509 818-0350  

 

The world is  

poisoned by  

erroneous  

theories, and 

needs to be taught 

sane doctrines, 

but it is  difficult 

to straighten 

what is crooked. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Saint Francis  

Xavier Cabrini 

 

Sponsored by  

Dynamic Print Solutions 

509 818-0350  

Silver Lining  Tidying Artist  Angela Johnston Byrd  Gain Space. Energy. Peace. Call & mention ad below 

 The Official Spokane 
Catholic Directory  

Dinner  

 
 

OPEN  
6AM - 2PM 

509-474-9214 

 

 

1412 W. 2nd Ave 


