October 29th, 2023

ST In Thee, O Lord, have I put my
F A N C I S X AV I E R hope. Let me never be confounded.

CATHOTL PRGAESR - St. Francis Xavier, S.J.

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME = THE FEAST OF THE KINGSHIP OF
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Christians have ever hailed our divine Lord as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. It was as a King that the
representatives of the Eastern world came to adore him in the manger; it was as a King, albeit not knowing what
he did, that the official representative of the Western world lifted him up upon the Cross. The patriarchs and
prophets of the old dispensation foretold his royalty; he spoke constantly of his kingdom: when asked plainly
whether he were in truth a king by the representative of Casar, he acknowledged that such indeed he was,
though of a kingdom not of this world.

“His Kingship is founded upon the ineffable hypostatic union. It is spiritual, and concerned with spiritual
things. It is opposed to none other than to that of Satan, and to the powers of darkness. Christ is King over
angels and men; King over men’s hearts and wills; his Kingship demands of its subjects a spirit of detachment
trom riches and earthly things, and a spirit of gentleness. They must hunger and thirst after justice and, more
than this, they must deny themselves and carry the cross.”

Yet though his is a spiritual kingdom, opposed to no just earthly polity, “it would be a grave error to say
that Christ has no authority whatever in civil affairs, since by virtue of the absolute empire over all creatures
committed to him by the Father, all things are in his power. All men, whether collectively or individually, are
under the dominion of Christ. In him is the salvation of the individual, in him is the salvation of society.”

To this end, nothing would serve better than the institution of a special feast in honor of the Kingship of
Christ. For people are instructed in the truths of faith, and brought to appreciate the inner joys of religion, far
more effectually by the annual celebration of our sacred mysteries than by any pronouncement, however
weighty, of the teaching of the Church. Such pronouncements usually reach only a few, and those the more
learned among the faithful; feasts reach them all; the former speak but once, the latter speak every year—in fact
torever. The Church’s teaching affects the mind primarily; her feasts affect both mind and heart, and have a
salutary effect upon the whole of man’s nature.... We have commanded its observance on a Sunday, in order
that not only the clergy may perform their duty by saying Mass and reciting the Office, but that the laity too, free
from their daily tasks, may in a spirit of =
holy joy give ample testimony of their "', : w%
obedience and subjection to Christ ... that * :
they may so order their lives as to be & ”‘“
worthy, faithful, and obedient subjects of ' "
the Divine King”

” [L2Amonr de Diu et de la Croix de Jesus, R. Garrigon-Lagrange, O.P.]

[Encyclical Quas Primas of His Holiness Pope Pins X1, 1925]




A COMMENTARY FOR THE 30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

LLOVE COMMANDED

Jesus came not to abolish the Old Testament law but to fulfill it (see Matthew 5:17). And in
today’s Gospel, He reveals that love—of God and of neighbor—is the fulfillment of the whole of the
law (see Romans 13:8-10).

Devout Israelites were to keep all 613 commands found in the Bible’s first five books. Jesus says
today that all these, and all the teachings of the prophets, can be summarized by two verses of this law
(see Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18).

He seems to summarize the two stone tablets on which God was said to have engraved the Ten
Commandments (see Exodus 32:15-16). The first tablet set out three laws concerning the love of God,
such as the command not to take His name in vain; the second contained seven commands regarding
love of neighbor, such as those against stealing and adultery.

Love is the hinge that binds the two tablets of the law. For we can’t love God, whom we can’t see,
if we don’t love our neighbor, whom we can (see 1 John 4:20-22).

But this love we are called to is far more than simple affection or warm sentiment. We must give
ourselves totally to God—Iloving with our whole beings, with all our heart, soul, and mind. Our love for
our neighbor must express itself in concrete actions,
such as those set out in today’s First Reading,

We love because He first loved us (see 1 John
4:19). As we sing in today’s Psalm, He has been our
deliverer, our strength when we could not possibly
defend ourselves against the enemies of sin and death.

We love in thanksgiving for our salvation. In this
we become imitators of Jesus, as Paul tells us in today’s
Epistle—laying down our lives daily in ways large and
small, seen and unseen, our lives offered as a continual
sacrifice of praise (see John 15:12-13; Hebrews 13:15).

- Dr. Scott Hahn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of
others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell, Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Eleanor Finley,
Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills
Care Center and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




WEEKEND SCHEDULE SFX DIRECTORY

Saturday Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363

3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org

Sund Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org
unday
Office Hours. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

7:30am — Holy Mass, 9am-12pm.
(St. Francis Xavier)

9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)
11:00am — Holy Mass THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

(St. Francis Xavier)

MONDAY, OCTOBER 30TH
5:30 pm, Mass Pro Populo

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 8:00am , Mass Georgia Schrempp
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon

Monday through Friday. 4:30 pm, Confessions
5:30 pm, Mass Feast of All Saints

Please contact the parish office by email to

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND

or to request a certificate.

8:00am , Mass Re/igious

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 3RD

your intention, please email the office or leave

5:30pm , First Friday Devotion

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH

3:00pm, Confessions

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at
sfxspokane.org or at

facebook.com/sfxspokane 4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo

Our Mailing Address is: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 730 am. Mass Poor sonls

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo




PARISH EVENTS & NOTIFICATIONS

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED

The parish is in need of young men willing
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension,
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are
required. Please email the office.

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE

The parish is looking for volunteers who
would be interested in participating in the “Seven
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of the
parish priest.

The Apostolate is for women, and involves
a commitment of praying in the church one day a
week. If you are interested, please contact Patty

Parra at (509)993-28064.

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY

If you desire consecration to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963.

Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families
and friends who are not in full communion with
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their
Catholic faith. Please join us.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING

NFEP uses the physical signs placed by God
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400

REMEMBER OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED

We continue to distribute food through the
Missionaries of Charity and Caritas services.
Please leave your donations of nonperishable
items by the doors of the church.

Middle School, Tuesdays
6-8pm
High School, Wednesdays
6-8pm
Located at the north end of
St. Charles Parish

Expect Fun, Games &
Fellowship!

Find us on Instagram @northsidecatholicyouthministry

Text NCYM to 84576 for Flocknote registration




Saint Wolfgang of Regensburg Bishop

October 31st

Wolfgang was born in Swabia, Germany, and was educated at a school located at the
abbey of Reichenau. There he encountered Henry, a young noble who went on to become
Archbishop of Trier. Meanwhile, Wolfgang remained in close contact with the archbishop,
teaching in his cathedral school and supporting his efforts to reform the clergy.

At the death of the archbishop, Wolfgang chose to become a Benedictine monk and
moved to an abbey in Einsiedeln, now part of Switzerland. Ordained a priest, he was
appointed director of the monastery school there. Later he was sent to Hungary as a

missionary, though his zeal and good will yielded limited results.

Emperor Otto II appointed him Bishop of Regensburg, near Munich. Wolfgang
immediately initiated reform of the clergy and of religious life, preaching with vigor and
effectiveness and always demonstrating special concern for the poor. He wore the habit of

a monk and lived an austere life.

The draw to monastic life never left him, including the desire for a life of solitude.
At one point he left his diocese so that he could devote himself to prayer, but his
responsibilities as bishop called him back. In 994, Wolfgang became ill while on a journey;
he died in Puppingen near Linz, Austria. He was canonized in 1052. His feast day is

celebrated widely in much of central Europe.

PRAYER: God, Light and Shepherd of souls, You
established St. Wolfgang as Bishop in Your Church to
feed Your flock by his word and form it by his exam-

ple. Help us through his intercession to keep the faith
he taught by his word and follow the way he showed
by his example. Amen




NEED BANNERS, STICKERS, MAGNETS, BOOKLETS?
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Custom Devotionals

Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of faith is to see what you believe. — St Augustine




