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(& AT HOL P A RIS - St. Francis Xavier, S.].

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST -IWENTYTHIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

At the sight of the sick man who stands before him, Jesus is filled with compassion. He cures the
affliction even though He knows that there are those who will criticize him for curing on the Sabbath.
Jesus acts in a forthright manner. He pays no heed to human respect, to what others will say. His critics
consider themselves to be the authentic interpreters of the Law. Later on, the Lord will show them that
mercy should be exercised even on the Sabbath. He provides an example gleaned from the common

sense of the countryside.

We may find obstacles to our faith in the environment around us, such as envy, prejudice and
misunderstandings due to ignorance. Our response should be the same as that of Jesus. We should not
be afraid to give clear testimony to our beliefs. This type of behavior can be of great apostolic value. On
the other hand, “it is terrible how much harm we can do if we allow ourselves to be carried away by the
fear or the shame of being seen as Christians in ordinary life” [St. Josemaria Escriva, Furrow, 36]. Let
us not fail to make manifest our Christian faith, always with humility and naturalness, whenever the
situation requires it. We will never regret having acted in a manner so consistent with our deepest beliefs.
The Lord will be filled with joy at such evidence of our fidelity.

Commentary from In Conversation With God by Fr. Francis Fernandez-Carvajal.




All Things Well: Reflection for the 23rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time.

The incident in today’s Gospel is recorded only by Mark. The key line is what the crowd says at
the end: “He has done all things well.” In the Greek, this echoes the creation story, recalling that God
saw all the things He had done and declared them good (see Genesis 1:31).

Mark also deliberately evokes Isaiah’s promise, which we hear in today’s First Reading, that God
will make the deaf hear and the mute speak. He even uses a Greek word to describe the man’s condition

— <<

(mogilalon = “speech impediment”) that’s only found in one other place in the Bible—in the Greek

translation of today’s Isaiah passage, where the prophet describes the “dumb” singing.

The crowd recognizes that Jesus is doing what the prophet had foretold. But Mark wants us to
see something far greater—that, to use the words from today’s First Reading: “Here is your God.”

Notice how personal and physical the drama is in the Gospel. Our focus is drawn to a hand, a
tinger, ears, a tongue, spitting. In Jesus, Mark shows us, God has truly come in the flesh.

What He has done is to make all things new, a new
creation (see Revelation 21:1-5). As Isaiah promised, He has
made the living waters of Baptism flow in the desert of the
world. He has set captives free from their sins, as we sing in
today’s Psalm. He has come that rich and poor might dine
together in the Eucharistic feast, as James tells us in today’s
Epistle.

He has done for each of us what He did for that deaf
mute. He has opened our ears to hear the Word of God and
loosed our tongues that we might sing praises to Him.

Let us then give thanks to our glorious Lord Jesus Christ
in the Eucharist. Let us say with Isaiah, “Here is our God, He
comes to save us.” Let us be rich in faith, that we might inherit
the kingdom promised to those who love Him.

Dr. Scott Habn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of
others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell, Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Eleanor Finley,
Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills
Care Center and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




WEEKEND SCHEDULE SFX DIRECTORY

Saturday Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363

3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org

Sund Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org
unaa
Sunaay Office Hours.

7:30am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier) TUESDAY-THURSDAY

9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)

11:00am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

9AM-12PM

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at MONDAY, SEPTEMVER 9TH

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 5:30pm Mass Sister Paschalina

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH

Please contact the parish office by email to

8:00am Mass Georgia Schrempp

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH

or to request a certificate.

4:30 pm, Confessions

5:30 pm, Mass Peter Schmitt

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for

your intention, please email the office or leave THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH

your intention in the Sunday collection basket. 8:00am , Mass Mark Mckay

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at 3:00pm, Confessions

sfxspokane.org or at 4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo

facebook.com/sfxspokane SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 15TH

Our Mailing Address is:
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo




Seven Sisters Apostolate

The parish is looking for volunteers who would
be interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters
Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen

the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is
prayed every day for the intention of the parish

priest.

The Apostolate is for women, and involves

a commitment of praying in the church one day a

week. If you are interested, please contact Patty
Parra at (509)993-2864.

Give Onlinel!!

Just Scan the QR
Code Above

Women of St Francis Xavier

In an effort to cultivate more community at St Francis Xavier, the women of the parish

have formed the group: the “Women of St X

All women - retired, widowed, single and married - are invited to join.

Activities and volunteer possibilities include:

o Contributing to food prep for after mass socials during the warm months
° Organizing parish picnics + potlucks
° Organizing + providing food for catechesis nights for children and adults
o Formation of Bible studies + small groups
° Corporal works of mercy for the sick and elderly
°© Other misc. needs of the parish

If you are interested in taking an active role in creating a vibrant parish community, please

email women.of.st.x@gmail.com.




St. Nicholas of Tolentine, Priest September 10th

Born at St. Angelo, a town near Fermo in Italy, in the year 1245, St. Nicholas was blessed by
innocence and the practice of more that ordinary virtue from his eatly infancy. While he was
still a young student, his extraordinary merit caused him to be appointed to a canonry in the Church of Our Savior,
a position that was extremely pleasing to him, as it gave him opportunity of being constantly employed in God’s
service. A sermon preached by an Augustinian friar, on the vanity of the world, persuaded him to enter religion. This
was not a passing emotion, but a firm resolution, which he executed by entering the Augustinian Order at Tolentine,
a small town in the Papal States.

From this town, where Nicholas spent the great part of his life, he obtained his surname. He made his
profession before he had completed his eighteenth year. Then he began to run the giant race of sanctity, in which
he soon excelled, distinguishing himself especially by the virtues of humility and meekness. He was sent successively
to several convents of his Order, and in that of Cingole he was ordained priest at the hands of the Bishop of Osimo.

From that time he was employed in the works of the ministry, preaching, and hearing confessions.

The last thirty years of his life Nicholas spent at Tolentine. His zeal for the salvation of
souls produced the most wonderful fruit. God favored the Saint with many heavenly gifts, and
the time he could spare from his labors he spent in prayer and contemplation. He had also
much to suffer from various painful diseases. He died happily on September 10, 1305, and was
canonized in 1446 by Pope Eugenius IV.

PRAYER: Almighty God, Your glory has shone upon the Church through the holiness and
miracles of St. Nicholas of Tolentine. In answer to his prayers keep Your holy people in peace
and unity. Amen.

Pipe Organ fundraiser Adopt a Rank

Available now at our church website sfxspokane.org,
or in person by appointment!!!

| Rank — a set of organ pipes of the same kind and tonal color.

| There is one pipe for each note. So for example, a Trumpet 8'

on a standard 61 note keyboard will have 61 pipes that make up

the rank. We have 41 Ranks in our Organ each giving its own
color and voice to the organ.

!
|
Under our Organ Fundraiser page you will find descriptions
and recordings of all the Ranks in the Organ awaiting adoption. "\'/“
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