
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

July 2nd, 2023 

  

 “If  thou offer thy gift at the altar, and thou remember that thy brother hath anything 

against thee, leave there thy offering before the altar, and go first to be reconciled to thy brother, 

and then coming thou shall offer thy gift, alleluia” 

 

 This Sunday's liturgy is concerned with the forgiveness of  injuries, with brotherly reconciliation.  

It takes its cue from a passage of  one of  the epistles of  St. Peter the Apostle, whose feast is kept this 

month, and from a portion of  the Sermon on the Mount, recorded in St. Matthew’s Gospel. 

 Jesus condemns not only the external act of  murder, but also the interior motive of  anger which 

leads us to it, for in this is the desire of  ridding ourselves of  our neighbor. “This anger has three 

degrees,” says St. Augustine. The first is when one retains in the heart the disturbance that has been 

created there (Postcommunion), the second when one expresses his indignation, and thirdly, when one 

openly reviles him who caused it (Epistle). Corresponding to these three degrees are three punishments 

of  an increasingly grave character. “The true sacrifice is reconciliation with our brother,” says St. John 

Chrysostom. “The first sacrifice necessary to offer to God,” adds Bossuet, “is a heart free from all 

coldness and unfriendliness towards one’s brother” (Meditations, 14th day). 

 The best way to come to the possession of  charity is to love God,  to desire the good things of  

eternity (Collect) and the possession of  happiness in heavenly places, where entrance is only to be had 

through the continual practice of  this fair virtue. “One thing have I asked of  the Lord, and this will I 

seek after; that I may dwell in the house of  the Lord all the days of  my life” (Communion). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   Source: Dom Gaspar Lefebvre, OSB, 1945, adapted and abridged. 

 

13TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - 5TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell,  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, 

Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills 

Care Center and Cherrywood Place.   

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

A COMMENTARY FOR THE 13TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

TO FIND OUR LIVES 

  

 The liturgy this week continues to instruct us in the elements of  discipleship. We’re told that even 

the most humble among us have a share in the mission Christ gives to His Church. 

 We’re not all called to the ministry of  the Apostles or to be prophets like Elisha in today’s First 

Reading. But each of  us is called to a holy life (see 2 Timothy 1:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:3). 

 At Baptism, our lives were joined forever to the Cross of  Christ, as Paul tells us in today’s Epistle. 

Baptized into His death, we’re to renounce sin and live for God in Christ Jesus. 

 We are to follow Him, each of  us taking up our personal cross, as Jesus says in today’s Gospel. 

That doesn’t mean we will all be asked to suffer a martyr’s death. But each of  us is called to self-denial, 

to the offering of  our lives in service of  God’s plan. 

 Jesus must be elevated to first place in our lives—above even our closest bonds of  kinship and 

love. By Baptism, we’ve been made part of  a new family: the kingdom of  God, the Church. We are to 

proclaim that kingdom with our lives, bringing our fathers, our 

mothers, and all men and women to live as little ones under 

the fatherhood of  God and the kingship of  the Holy One. 

 We do this by opening our hearts and homes to the   

service of  the Lord, following the Shunnamite woman’s       

example in today’s First Reading. As Jesus tells us, we’re to   

receive others—not only prophets but also little children, the 

poor, and the imprisoned—as we receive Christ Himself  

(see Matthew 18:5; 25:31–46). 

 As we sing in today’s Psalm, we are to testify to His   

favors and kindness in our lives. 

 We’re to hold fast to the promise—that if  we have died 

with Christ, we shall also live, that if  we lose our lives for His 

sake, we shall find our reward and walk forever in His      

countenance. 

- Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Our office is open Tuesday-Thursday 
from 8:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon 

Monday through Friday. 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

MONDAY, JULY 3RD 

No Mass  

TUESDAY, JULY 4TH 

No mass or Office Hours 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5TH  

4:30pm, Confessions 

5:30 pm, Mass Priests  

THURSDAY, JULY 6TH 

8:00am, Mass Pro populo 

FRIDAY , JULY 7TH 

5:30pm, First Friday Devotion 

SATURDAY, JULY 8TH                         

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass Religious 

 SUNDAY,  JULY 9TH 

7:30 am,  Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am, Mass Poor Souls in Purgatory 



REMEMBER OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

 We continue to distribute food through the 
Missionaries of  Charity and Caritas services. 
Please leave your donations of  nonperishable 
items by the doors of  the church.   

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 

 NFP uses the physical signs placed by God 
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three 
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are 
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400  

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 

 The parish is looking for volunteers who 
would be interested in participating in the “Seven 
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to 
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy 
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of  the 
parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves 
a commitment of  praying in the church one day a 
week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 
Parra at (509)993-2864.  

Parish Events & Notifications 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 

 The parish is in need of  young men willing 
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension, 
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are 
required. Please email the office.   

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

 If  you desire consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963. 

 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families 
and friends who are not in full communion with 
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their 
Catholic faith. Please join us.   

COFFEE AND DOUGHNUTS 
AFTER 11AM MASS 

  

 Anyone who wants to help set 
up and/or take down the  folding 
chairs and tables, or  provide the 
refreshments please call or email 
the office.   We would like to         
involve as many  people as we can 
to get this going strong so we can  
continue it as long as possible. 

Thanks,  Taylor 



GRADUAL FOR VIGIL MASS 

 Blessed Ralph Milner and Roger Dickenson, Martyrs 

  

Blessed Ralph Milner and Roger Dickenson lived at a time in the history of  England when   Catholics 

of  that country risked imprisonment and death to practice and spread their faith. Ralph Milner was an 

elderly and illiterate farmer from the district of  Flacsted in Hampshire brought up as a Protestant. In-

fluenced by the good lives led by his Catholic neighbors, he took instructions in the faith and was re-

ceived into the Church. 

 On the very day his First Communion, this devout convert was seized and imprisoned. Though 

he    remained in prison for a number of  years, he was often granted parole. At such times he would ob-

tain alms and spiritual succor for his fellow prisoners, and by utilizing his overall knowledge of  the 

country he would help missionary priests move about and work more easily. It was in this way that he 

met and aided a secular priest named Roger Dickenson. 

 Rodger Dickenson was a native of  Lincoln and a priest of  the College of  Rheims who was sent 

on  mission in 1583. He had already been arrested once but been able to escape when his guards got 

drink. The second time he was arrested with Ralph Milner and both were put on trial for the faith. The 

judge took especial pity on Milner who was getting old and had eight children. Seeking any pretext to 

set him free, he urged the saintly farmer to make a visit to the nearby parish church as a matter of  form 

and he would be freed since this would be tantamount to reconciliation with the Church of  England. 

 However, the blessed Martyr, aided by God’s grace, stood firm and refused to make the least   

deceitful gesture, preferring to share the fate 

of  his friend   Father Dickenson. Accordingly, 

both of  these servants of  God were executed 

at Winchester on July 7, 1591. They were     

beatified in 1929 by Pope Pius XI. 

 

PRAYER: God, You surround and protect us by 

the glorious confession of  Your holy Martyrs, 

Blessed Ralph and Roger. Help us to profit from 

their example and be supported by their prayer. 

Amen.  

 

Venite filii, audite me: timorem Domini 

docebo vos. 

V. Accedite ad eum, et illuminamini: et    

facies vestrae non confundentur. 

Come, children, hearken unto me; I will teach you 

the fear of  the Lord.  

V. Go forth unto him and receive enlightenment, 

and your faces shall not be put to shame.  
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Any dead fish can go with the stream, but 
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Please Support the Sponsors Who Support Our Parish (Call 362-1556 to Sponsor) 

 

 

  

We Want to  

Know, Love, Support  

You and Your Business. 
 

Call  

509.362.1556  
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Pray For Families 

 

Until we have a passionate 

love for our lord  

in the blessed  

Sacrament we shall  

accomplish nothing 

————-- 

Saint peter Julian Eymard 
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a man who fails  

to love the mass  

fails to love christ 

————-- 

Saint josemaria escriva 
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