
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

June 11th, 2023 

 The Following is taken from a homily of Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, the future Pope Benedict XVI, 

originally published in his 1986 work The Feast of Faith.  

 

 What does Corpus Christi mean to me? It does not only bring the liturgy to mind; for me, it is a day on 

which heaven and earth work together. In my mind’s eye it is the time when spring is turning into summer; the 

sun is high in the sky, and crops are ripening in field and meadow. The Church’s feasts make present the mystery 

of Christ, but Jesus Christ was immersed in the faith of the people of Israel and so, arising from this background 

in Israel’s life, the Christian feasts are also involved with the rhythm of the year, the rhythm of seedtime and 

harvest. How could it be otherwise in a liturgy which has at its center the sign of bread, fruit of earth and 

heaven? Here this fruit of the earth, bread, is privileged to be the bearer of him in whom heaven and earth, God 

and man have become one. The way the Church’s feasts fit in with the seasons of the year is therefore not an 

accident. Consequently we must go on to discover the inner rhythm of the Church’s year and see the place 

Corpus Christi has within it.  

 First of all, clearly, it grows out of the mystery of Easter and Pentecost: it presupposes the Resurrection 

and the sending of the Spirit. But it is also in close proximity to the Feast of the Trinity, which reveals the inner 

logic in the connection between Easter and Pentecost. It is only because God himself is the eternal dialogue of 

love that he can speak and be spoken to. Only because he himself is relationship can we relate to him; only 

because he is love can he love and be loved in return. Only because he is threefold can he be the grain of wheat 

which dies and the bread of eternal life. Ultimately, then, Corpus Christi is an expression of faith in God, in love, 

in the fact that God is love. All that is said and done on Corpus Christi is in fact a single variation on the theme 

of love, what it is and what it does.  

 In one of his Corpus Christi hymns Thomas Aquinas 

puts it beautifully: nec sumptus consumitur - love does not 

consume: it gives and, in giving, receives. And in giving it is 

not used up but renews itself. Since Corpus Christi is a 

confession of faith in love, it is totally appropriate that the day 

should focus on the mystery of transubstantiation.  

 Love is transubstantiation, transformation. Corpus 

Christi tells us: Yes, there is such a thing as love, and 

therefore there is transformation, therefore there is hope. And 

hope gives us the strength to live and face the world. Perhaps 

it was good to have experienced doubts about the meaning of 

celebrating Corpus Christi, for it has led us to the rediscovery 

of a feast which, today, we need more than ever.  

CORPUS CHRISTI 



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell,  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, 

Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills 

Care Center and Cherrywood Place.   

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

A COMMENTARY FOR SOLEMNITY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

WORD OF THE ‘LIVING FATHER’ 

 The Eucharist is given to us as a challenge and a promise. That’s how Jesus presents it in today’s 

Gospel. 

 He doesn’t make it easy for those who hear Him. They are repulsed and offended at His words. Even 

when they begin to quarrel, He insists on describing the eating and drinking of His flesh and blood in starkly 

literal terms. 

 Four times in today’s reading, Jesus uses a Greek word—trogein—that refers to a crude kind of     

eating, almost a gnawing or chewing (see John 6:54, 56, 57, 58). 

 He is testing their faith in His Word, as today’s First Reading describes God testing Israel in the     

desert. 

 The heavenly manna was not given to satisfy the Israelites’ hunger, as Moses explains. It was given to 

show them that man does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

 In today’s Psalm, too, we see a connection between God’s Word and the bread of life. We sing of 

God filling us with “finest wheat” and proclaiming His Word to the world. 

 In Jesus, “the living Father” has given us His Word come down from heaven, made flesh for the life 

of the world. 

 Yet, as the Israelites grumbled in the desert, many in today’s Gospel 

cannot accept that Word. Even many of Jesus’ own followers abandon Him 

after this discourse (see John 6:66). But His words are Spirit and life, the 

words of eternal life (see John 6:63, 67). 

 In the Eucharist we are made one flesh with Christ. We have His life 

in us and have our life because of Him. This is what Paul means in today’s 

Epistle when he calls the Eucharist a “participation” in Christ’s body and 

blood. We become in this sacrament partakers of the divine nature (see 1 

Peter 2:4). 

 This is the mystery of the faith that Jesus asks us believe. And He 

gives us His promise: that, sharing in His flesh and blood that was raised 

from the dead, we too will be raised up on the last day. 

- Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Our office is open Tuesday-Thursday 
from 8:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon 

Monday through Friday. 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

MONDAY, JUNE 12TH 

5:30pm, Mass Holy Souls in purgatory 

TUESDAY, JUNE 13TH 

8:00am Mass, Poor souls 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14TH  

4:30pm, Confessions 

5:30pm, Mass Pro Populo 

THURSDAY, JUNE 15TH 

 8:00 am, Mass  Priests 

SATURDAY, JUNE 17TH                         

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass Religious 

 SUNDAY,  JUNE 18TH 

7:30 am,  Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am, Mass Poor Souls in Purgatory 



REMEMBER OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

 We continue to distribute food through the 
Missionaries of  Charity and Caritas services. 
Please leave your donations of  nonperishable 
items by the doors of  the church.   

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 

 NFP uses the physical signs placed by God 
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three 
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are 
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400  

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 

 The parish is looking for volunteers who 
would be interested in participating in the “Seven 
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to 
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy 
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of  the 
parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves 
a commitment of  praying in the church one day a 
week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 
Parra at (509)993-2864.  

Parish Events & Notifications 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 

 The parish is in need of  young men willing 
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension, 
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are 
required. Please email the office.   

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY 

 If  you desire consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of  
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963. 

 Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families 
and friends who are not in full communion with 
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their 
Catholic faith. Please join us.   

COFFEE AND DOUGHNUTS 
AFTER 11AM MASS 

  

 Anyone who wants to help set 
up and/or take down the  folding 
chairs and tables, or  provide the 
refreshments please call or email 
the office.   We would like to         
involve as many  people as we can 
to get this going strong so we can  
continue it as long as possible. 

Thanks,  Taylor 



GRADUAL FOR VIGIL MASS 

Blessed Guy of  Cortona June 12th 

 

 Nothing is known about the birth and early life of  Blesses Guy. He was a devout young Christian 

of  Cortona.   He had been reared in piety and virtue, and gave to the poor whatever he did not need for 

his own use.   

 In the year 1211, when our holy Father St Francis of  Assisi was preaching in Cortona on his first 

missionary journey through Italy, a certain young man was so touched by his words that, after the      

sermon, he entreated St Francis to dine at his house. The saint accepted the invitation. When the young 

man learned further details about the newly founded order, and witnessed the edifying conduct of  the 

founder, he fell at his feet and begged for the habit of  the order.  

 Francis directed Blessed Guy of  Cortona to distribute his wealth among the poor, and gave him 

the holy habit in the parish church of  Cortona in the presence of  a great concourse of  people. Then 

Francis chose a spot in a secluded valley near Cortona, where, with the assistance of  some devout     

persons, he built a poor convent. For a few months the saint himself  instructed Guy and several other 

novices there. At his departure he entrusted to Gather Sylvester, his companion, the direction of  the 

novices, especially of  young Guy, whose eminent holiness he foresaw. 

 In fasting, prayer, and all the religious exercises, Guy evinced 

such perfection that he could be held up to the other novices as a 

model. He would have preferred to spend all his life in the holy     

seclusion of  the convent, but when he was ordained to the priest-

hood, St Francis commissioned him to go out and preach, for in    

accordance with the vocation of  the order, he was to sanctify not  

only himself  but others as well. 

 He died about 1245, after receiving a vision of  St. Francis 

coming once again to Cortona, this time to lead him to paradise! 

 

PRAYER: Lord God, You alone are holy and no one is good without 

You. Through the intercession of  Blessed Guy help us to live in such a 

way that we may not be deprived of  a share in Your glory. Amen.  

Oculi Omnium in te spirant, Domine: et   

tu da illas escam in tempore opportune. 

V. Aperis tu manum tuam: et imples  omne 

animal benedictione 

The eyes of  al  look towards you in hope, O Lord: 

and you give them their food in due season.   

V. You open your hand and fill every living thing 

with your blessings. 


