May 26th, 2024

In Thee, O Lord, have I put my
A N C I S X AV I E R hope. Let me never be confounded.

T HOL PARTIS - St. Francis Xavier, S.].

TRINTIY SUNDAY

The Revelation of the Most Holy Trinity

The very essence of the Christian faith consists in the knowledge and adoration of one God
in three Persons. This is the mystery whence all others flow. Our faith centers in this as in the master-
truth of all it knows in this life, and as the infinite object whose vision is to form our eternal happiness;
and yet, we know it only because it has pleased God to reveal Himself thus to our lowly intelligence,
which, after all, can never fathom the infinite perfections of that God, who necessarily inhabits light
inaccessible. Human reason may, of itself, come to the knowledge of the existence of God as Creator
of all beings; it may, by its own innate power, form to itself an idea of His perfections by the study of
His works; but the knowledge of God’s intimate Being can come to us only by means of His own
gracious revelation.

It was God’s good pleasure to make known to us His essence, in order to bring us into closer
union with Himself, and to prepare us, in some way, for that face-to-face vision of Himself which He
intends to give us in eternity. But His revelation is
gradual: He takes mankind from brightness unto
brightness, fitting it for the full knowledge and
adoration of Unity in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity.
During the period preceding the Incarnation of the
eternal Word, God seemed intent on inculcating
the idea of His Unity, for polytheism was the
infectious error of mankind; and every notion of
there being a spiritual and sole cause of all things ' a2 '
would have been effaced from the earth, had not * | \ _ / ] gl "" '7
the infinite goodness of God watched over its , 7 5 J

preservation.

Continued on the last page....




Family of Love: Reflection for Trinity Sunday

Last Sunday, we celebrated the sending of the Spirit, which sealed God’s new covenant and made
a new creation.

In this new creation, we live in the family of God, who has revealed himself as a Trinity of love.
We share in His divine nature through His Body and Blood (see 2 Peter 1:4). This is the meaning of the
three feasts that cap the Easter season— Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, and Corpus Christi.

These feasts should be intimate reminders of how deeply God loves us, how He chose us, from
before the foundation of the world, to be His children (see Ephesians 1:4-5).

Today’s readings illuminate how all God’s words and works were meant to prepare for the
revelation of the Trinity and God’s blessing in Jesus Christ—the blessing we inherited in Baptism, and
renew in each Eucharist.

By God’s word the heavens and earth were filled with His kindness, we sing in today’s Psalm. Out
of love, God called Abraham and chose his descendants to be His own people, Moses says in today’s
First Reading (see Deuteronomy 4:20,37). Through the Israelites, He revealed to the nations that He
alone is Lord and there is no other.

In Jesus, God’s word took flesh as a son of Abraham (see Matthew 1:1). And Jesus reveals in the
Gospel today that the one God is Father, Son, and Spirit, and that He desires to make all people His
own.

As He led Israel out of Egypt, God freed us from slavery, Paul says in today’s Epistle. As He
adopted Israel (see Romans 9:4), He gives us the
Spirit by which we can know Him as “Our Father.”

As God’s heirs, we receive the commissions
of Moses and Jesus today. We are to fix our hearts
on Him, and to observe all that He has commanded.
The Eucharist is His pledge—that He will be with us
until the end, that He will deliver us from death to
live forever in the promised land of His kingdom.

Dr. Scott Habn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of
others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell, Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Eleanor Finley,
Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills
Care Center and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Saturday
3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier)

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier)

Sunday

7:30am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)

11:00am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m.

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon

Monday through Friday.

Please contact the parish office by email to
arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,

or to request a certificate.

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for
your intention, please email the office or leave

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at
sfxspokane.org or at

facebook.com/sfxspokane

Our Mailing Address is:
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207

SFX DIRECTORY

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org
Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org
Office Hours.

No set Hours for a few weeks

Please leave an email or phone message and
I will get back to you as soon as I can.

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

MONDAY, MAY 27TH

5:30pm Mass For the Holiness of Priests

TUESDAY, MAY 28TH

8:00am , Mass Georgia Schrempp

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29TH

4:30 pm, Confessions
5:30 pm, Mass Souls in Purgatory

THURSDAY, MAY 30TH

8:00am , Mass Pro Populo

SATURDAY, JUNE 1ST
3:00pm, Confessions

4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo

SUNDAY, JUNE 2ND

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo




Volunteers Needed

Ushers: Help collect Offering and count attendance at the your Mass.

Altar Flowers: Would you like to provide flowers to add beauty to the altar?

It can be for just one time, or on the regular schedule.

Please let the office know if you would like to volunteer or need more

information.

Seven Sisters Apostolate

The parish is looking for volunteers who would be interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters
Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed

every day for the intention of the parish priest.

The Apostolate is for women, and involves a commitment of praying in the church one day a
week. If you are interested, please contact Patty Parra at (509)993-28064.

Women of St Francis Xavier

In an effort to cultivate more community at St Francis Xavier, the women of the parish

have formed the group: the “Women of St X”.
All women - retired, widowed, single and married - are invited to join.
Activities and volunteer possibilities include:
If you are interested in taking an active role in creating a vibrant parish community, please

see the gitls in the back with the email signup sheets + clipboards after mass on 4/14,
4/21, & 4/28 or email women.of.st.x@gmail.com.




Continued From Cover

Not that the Old Testament books were altogether silent on the three divine Persons, whose ineffable
relations are eternal; only, the mysterious passages which spoke of them were not understood by the people at
large; whereas, in the Christian Church, a child of seven will answer those who ask him, that in God, the three

divine Persons have but one and the same Nature, but one and the same Divinity. When the Book of Genesis

tells us that God spoke in the plural, and said: “Let Us make man to Our image and likeness,” the ancient Jew
bowed down and believed, but understood not the sacred
text; the Christian, on the contrary, who has been
enlightened by the complete revelation of God, sees,
under this expression, the three Persons acting together
in the formation of man; the light of faith develops the
great truth to him, and tells him that, within himself,
there is a likeness to the blessed Three in One. Power,
understanding, and will, are three faculties within him,

and yet he himself is but one being.

Commentary from The Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper
Guéranger, O.S.B. (1805-1875).

St. Germanus, Bishop of Paris May 28th

One of the glories of France in the 6th century, St. Germanus was born near Autun about 496. He was
ordained by St. Agippinus, Bishop of the diocese, and subsequently chosen Abbot and administrator of St.
Symphorianus in one of the suburbs of Autun. About the year 566, he was nominated to the Bishop of Paris
by King Childebert I, but he continued to lead his former austere life. His example and his preaching brought

about the conversion of many sinners and careless Christians. The King himself abandoned his
total absorption in worldly affairs, and became a benefactor of the poor and the founder of
many religious establishments.

Throughout his episcopate St. Germanus remained unwearying and fearless in his
endeavors to halt civil strife, curb the licentiousness of the nobles, and check the viciousness
of the Frankish Kings—but to no avail. He founded a monastery in Paris in whose church he
was buried after his death on May 28, 576; it went on to become very famous under the name
of Saint-Germain-des-Prés. At his death, he was mourned by the people and King Chilperic,
who composed the Bishop’s epitaph, extolling his virtues, miracles, and zeal for the salvation
of souls.

PRAYER: God, Light and Shepherd of souls, You established St. Germanus as Bishop
in Your Church to feed Your flock by his word and form it by his example. Helps us through
his intercession to keep the Faith he taught by his word and follow the way he showed by his
example. Amen.
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/_MECHANICAL, INC.

Air Conditioning
Gas Conversions
Plumbing/Heating
Furnaces & Boilers

509-489-3860

Larry Andrews - President
Catholic Owned
& Operated

www.andrewsmechanical.com
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