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HFIRST SUNDAY OF . ENT

This Sunday, the first of the six which come during Lent, is one of the most solemn throughout
the year. It has the same privilege as Passion and Palm Sundays, - that is, it never gives place to any Feast,
not even to that of the Patron, Titular Saint, or Dedication of the Church. In the ancient Calendars, it is
called Invocabit, from the first word of the Introit of the Mass. In the Middle-Ages [More especially in
France.], it was called Brand Sunday, because the young people, who had misconducted themselves
during the carnival, were obliged to show themselves to-day, at the Church, with a torch in their hands,

as a kind of public satisfaction for their riot and excess.

Lent solemnly opens to-day. We have already noticed, that the four preceding days were added
since the time of St. Gregory the Great, in order to make up Forty days of fasting, Neither can we look
upon Ash Wednesday as the solemn opening of the Season, for the Faithful are not bound to hear Mass
on that day. The Holy Church, seeing her children now assembled together, speaks to them, in her
Office of Matins, these eloquent and noble words of St. Leo the Great: “Having to announce to you,
dearly beloved, the most sacred and chief Fast, how can I more appropriately begin, than with the words
of the Apostle, (in whom Christ himself spoke,) and by saying to you what has just been read: Behold!
now is the acceptable time; behold! now is the day of salvation. For although there be no time, which is
not replete with divine gifts, and we may always, by God’s grace, have access to his mercy, - yet ought we
all to redouble our efforts to make spiritual progress and be animated with unusual confidence, now that
the anniversary of the day of our Redemption is approaching, inviting us to devote ourselves to every
good work, that so we may celebrate, with purity of body and mind, the incomparable Mystery of our

TLord’s Passion.

“It is true, that our devotion and reverence towards so great a Mystery should be kept up during
the whole year, and we ourselves be, at all times, in the eyes of God, the same as we are bound to be at
the Easter Solemnity. But this is an effort which only few among us have the courage to sustain. The
weakness of the flesh induces us to relent our austerities; the various occupations of every-day life take
up our thoughts; and thus, even the virtuous find their hearts clogged by this world’s dust. Hence it is,
that our Lord has most providentially given us these Forty Days, whose holy exercises should be to us a
remedy, whereby to regain our purity of soul. The good works and the holy fastings of this Season were

instituted as an atonement and obliteration of the sins we commit during the rest of the Year.




The New Creation : Reflection on the First Sunday of Lent

Lent bids us to return to the innocence our baptism. As Noah and his family were saved

through the waters of the deluge, we were saved through the waters of Baptism, Peter reminds
us in today’s Epistle.

And God’s covenant with Noah in today’s First Reading marked the start of a new world.

But it also prefigured a new and greater covenant between God and His creation (see Hosea
2:20; Isaiah 11:1-9).

We see that new covenant and that new creation begin in today’s Gospel.

Jesus is portrayed as the new Adam—the beloved son of God (see Mark 1:11; Luke 3:38),

living in harmony with the wild beasts (see Genesis 2:19-20), being served by angels (see Ezekiel
28:12-14).

Like Adam, He too is tempted by the devil. But while Adam fell, giving reign to sin and
death (see Romans 5:12-14, 17-20), Jesus is victorious.

This is the good news, the “gospel of God” that He proclaims. Through His death,
resurrection, and enthronement at the right hand of the Father, the world is once again made

God’s kingdom.

In the waters of Baptism, each of us entered the kingdom of His beloved Son
(see Colossians 1:13—14). We were made children of God, new creations (see 2 Corinthians
5:7; Galatians 4:3-7).

But like Jesus, and Israel before Him, we have passed through
the baptismal waters only to be driven into the wilderness—a world
filled with afflictions and tests of our faithfulness (see 1 Corinthians
10:1-4, 9,13; Deuteronomy 8:2, 10).

We are led on this journey by Jesus. He is the Savior—the way
and the truth we sing of in today’s Psalm (see John 14:6). He feeds
us with the bread of angels (see Psalm 78:25; Wisdom 16:20), and
cleanses our consciences in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

As we begin this holy season, let us renew our baptismal vows—
to repent and believe the gospel.

Dr. Scott Habn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of
others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell, Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Eleanor Finley,
Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills
Care Center and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Saturday

3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier)

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier)
Sunday

7:30am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)

11:00am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m.

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon

Monday through Friday.

Please contact the parish office by email to
arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,

or to request a certificate.

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for
your intention, please email the office or leave

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at
sfxspokane.org or at

facebook.com/sfxspokane

Our Mailing Address is:
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207

SFX DIRECTORY

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org
Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org
Office Hours.

Tuesday, Thursday 9am-12pm.

Wednesday 9am-1lam

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH

5:30pm Mass
Peter Schmitt for the repose of his soul

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH

8:00am , Mass Georgia Schrempp

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST

4:30 pm, Confessions
5:30 pm, Mass Re/igions

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND

8:00am , Mass ocations

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH
3:00pm, Confessions

4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo




PARISH EVENTS & NOTIFICATIONS

Organ Project Fundraising

The church website now has a page for the organ project

and pictures of work to this point.

5 New ranks (sets of Pipes) are playing,
Examples of these two Pipe types are provided here.

-

v Online List of Organ ranks for adoption
as part of the fundraiser,

with sound samples are coming soon.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of giving.

We are now in Lent, so the
organ will be silent on
Sundays, with the exception

of Laetare Sunday March
10th.




St. Ethelbert, King of Kent

St. Ethelbert was a descendent of Hengist, the legendary ancestor of the Jutish
House of Kent. He became King in 560 and extended his power to all England south of
the Humber. He married a Christian princess, Bertha, who was the daughter of the
Frankish King Charibert. This resulted in the first introduction of Christianity into
Anglo-Saxon England, since her father insisted that his daughter should be free to
practice her Faith in England.

When St. Augustine of Canterbury arrived in England in 597 with his Roman
mission, he was accorded a pleasant welcome by Ethelbert who was himself still a
heathen. Inspired by the example of his wife’s Faith as well as St. Augustine’s zeal,
Ethelbert was converted and baptized on Pentecost in 597. He thus became the first
Christian English King and thereafter gave his full support to the cause of Christ in his

realm.

St. Ethelbert was constantly concerned to promote the welfare of his people. He
enacted wholesome laws that were held in esteem in succeeding ages in England. He
abolished the worship of idols throughout his kingdom and turned their temples into

churches or shut them down. He was also instrumental in
converting Sebert, King of the East Saxons, with his people,
and Redwald, King of the East Angles. He died in 616 after
reigning fifty-six years.

PRAYER: Lord God, You alone are holy and no one is good

‘ ﬂ .....
without You. Through the intercession of St. Ethelbert help us \ . S
to live in such a way that we may not be deprived of a share
in Your glory. Amen.




SpokaneCatholic.Com The Spokane Catholic Business Directory Including:

Mass Times, Diocese Events, Daily Readings, and More!

Furnaces & Boilers
Plumbing/Heating
Gas Conversions
Air Conditioning

509-489-3860

Larry Andrews - President
Catholic Owned
& Operated

www.andrewsmechanical.com
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HERITAGE

Spokane Arby’s
328 W. Third

Roofing & Construction

509.489.3552

HRCSPOKANE.COM
#HERITRCI51MR

Arb 's® 6316 N. Division
y 10407 E. Sprague

15327 E. Indiana
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Mikes Mobile

Computer Repair ||

Guaranteed Virus Removal
Computer Lessons For
All Skill Levels

Call Mike Today!
(509) 999-0014

Looking for Affordable
advertising that
supports Catholic
values?

Look no further!
Advertise here to reach
out to fellow parishion-

ers who may become
your best customers!

Call or text now

509-362-1556

We Support Local
Catholic Businesses!

PRINT SOLUTIONS

Canvas Prints, Posters, Stickers, Magnets,
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Business Cards, Banners, Signs and More!
e
PERRIER CONSTRUCTION | 4
HOME IMPROVEMENT & REPAIR SPECIALIST =
| SMALL JOBS WELCOME  FREE ESTIMATES | ’Q

LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED
ROGER PERRIER OWNER

71 O 8346 _
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Intenor
Painting

SACRED HEART RADIO

CATHOLIC RADIO FOR SPOKANE
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Mention This Ad for 10% Off
Your Quote

509-655-7047 kel

509.879.8086

Tidy with Intention.
Discard with Confidence.

silverliningtidyingartist@gmail.com
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Qv' 3620 N Nevada Street
K509 Garace

PH (509) 598-8244

Maintenance * Diagnosis * Brakes * Emissions
Engines * Transmissions * High Performance
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NORTH SPOKANE B

AUTO

Froorne  |LIC@NSING
Hardwood, 10208 N Division Suite 109
Luxury Vinyl 509-464-2294
www.northspokaneautolicensing.com
Plank & Carpet mvision Free
Installation, Q”E Quote!
Sales & Repair pimEn: @) o,
Ask for John "
509'466'6433 . Leaking pipegpairs
Gas line installations

Clogged pipe repairs
Water line installations
Sump pump installations
Garbage disposal repairs
Water softener installations
Plumbing camera inspections
Tankless water heater installations

(509) 385-5593

1802 E TRENT AVE MONDAY - FRIDAY

SUITE A 7 AM-5PM
SPOKANE, WA EMERGENCY SERVICE

AVAILABLE

silverlining-tidyingartist.com




