February 9th, 2025

In Thee, O Lord, have I put my

A N C I S X AV I E R hope. Let me never be confounded.

T HO L R - St. Francis Xavier, S.J.

"THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

God has sown the good seed generously in His field, the world; He has sown grace and love, and
the desire for total oblation, the ideals of an apostolic, religious, saintly life. But, in the midst of all this
good, the enemy comes to sow evil. Why does God permit this? To sift His servants as we sift grain, to
test them.

Sometimes we are scandalized, seeing evil working its way even into the best places, seeing that
even among God’s friends, among those who should be a source of edification to others, there are some
who behave unworthily. Then we are filled with zeal, like the servants in the parable. We want to remedy
this evil and root up the cockle. “Wilt Thou that we go and gather it up?” But God answers, “No, lest
perhaps gathering up the cockle, you root up the wheat also together with it.” The cockle is spared, not
because it is good, but in order to save the wheat. In the same way God spares the wicked and does not
destroy them, for the sake of the elect. When God asks us to endure with patience certain situations, as
inevitable as they are deplorable, He asks for one of the greatest exercises of charity, compassion, and
mercy. He does not tell us to fraternize with evil, to make a league with the cockle, but He tells us to
endure it with the longanimity with which He Himself endured it. Was there not a traitor among the
Apostles? Yet Jesus wanted him among His intimates — and with how much love He treated him!
Indeed one of the greatest opportunities for the practice of charity is offered us by those who by their
evil conduct give us so many occasions for forgiving them, for returning good for evil, and for suffering
injustice for the love of God. Moreover, we should consider that, whereas cockle cannot be changed
into wheat, it is always possible for the wicked to be converted and become good. Were not Magdalen,
the good thief, and Peter, who had denied Jesus, converted? This is one of the strongest motives to
incite us to do good to all. When our love is perfect, we are able to [ et ":;‘};",""\”
live among the wicked without being harsh or contentious, without | ¥ '

being influenced by them, but rather doing them good.

Commentary from Divine Intimacy by Father Gabriel of St. Mary Magda-
len, O.C.D. (1893-1953).
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Into the Deep: Reflection on The Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time

Simon Peter, the fisherman, is the first to be called personally by Jesus in Luke’s
Gospel.

His calling resembles Isaiah’s commissioning in the First Reading: confronted with the
holiness of the Lord, both Peter and Isaiah are overwhelmed by a sense of their own sinfulness
and  inadequacy. Yet each experiences the Lord’s forgiveness and is sent to preach the good
news of His mercy to the world.

No one is “fit to be called an apostle,” Paul recognizes in today’s Epistle. But by “the grace
of God,” even a persecutor of the Church—as Paul once was—can be lifted up for the Lord’s
service.

In the Old Testament, humanity was unfit for the divine—no man could stand in God’s
presence and live (see Exodus 33:20). But in Jesus, we’re made able to speak with Him face-to-
face, to taste His Word on our tongue.

Today’s scene from Isaiah is recalled in every Mass. Before reading the Gospel, the priest
silently asks God to cleanse his lips that he might worthily proclaim His Word.

God’s Word comes to us as it came to Peter, Paul, Isaiah, and today’s Psalmist—as a
personal call to leave everything and follow Him, to surrender our weaknesses in order to be

tilled with His strength.

Simon put out into deep waters even though, as a professional fisherman, he knew it would
be foolhardy to expect to catch anything. In humbling himself before the Lord’s command, he
was exalted—his nets filled to overflowing; later, as Paul tells us, he will become the first to see
the risen Lord.

Jesus has made us worthy to receive Him in the
company of angels in God’s holy Temple. On our i\
knees like Peter, with the humility of David in today’s ; : “
Psalm, we thank Him with all our hearts and join in
the unending hymn that Isaiah heard around God’s
altar: “Holy, holy, holy . . .”” (see also Revelation 4:8).

Dr. Scott Habn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of
others, please let Father or the parish office know: Bella Mally, Jane Soars, FEleanor Finley, Susan Fisher,
Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center
and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Saturday

3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier)

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier)

Sunday

7:30am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)

11:00am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m.

Please contact the parish office by email to
arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,

or to request a certificate.

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for
your intention, please email the office or leave

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at
sfxspokane.org or at

facebook.com/sfxspokane

Our Mailing Address is:
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207

SFX DIRECTORY

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org
Office Hours.

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY

9AM-12PM

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH

5:30pm, Mass Georgia Schrempp

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH

8:00am, Mass Family Avila

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH

4:30 pm, Confessions
5:30 pm, Mass Family Avila

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13TH

8:00am, Mass Famzily Avila

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH

3:00pm, Confessions

4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo
11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo




Seven Sisters Apostolate

The parish is looking for volunteers who would be
interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters
Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen
the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed
every day for the intention of the parish priest.

The Apostolate is for women, and involves a

commitment of praying in the church one day a

week. If you are interested, please contact Patty
Parra at (509) 362-8646

Women of St Francis Xavier

In an effort to cultivate more community at

St Francis Xavier, the women of the parish

have formed the group: the “Women of St
X,

All women - retired, widowed, single and
married - are invited to join.

Activities and volunteer possibilities include:

o Contributing to food prep for after mass socials during the

warm months
° Organizing parish picnics + potlucks

° Organizing + providing food for catechesis nights for chil-

dren and adults
° Formation of Bible studies + small groups
° Corporal works of mercy for the sick and elderly
° Other misc. needs of the parish

If you are interested in taking an active role
in creating a vibrant parish community,

please email women.of.st.x@gmail.com.

Give Onlinel!
Just Scan the QR Code

Above
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CHILDREN'S CATECHISM &
SACRAMENTAL PREP

FIRST SATURDAY CLASSES BEGIN WITH LOW MASS AND BREAKFAST
Pre-Sacraments (ages 3-5) ~ Sacramental Prep (ages 6-10) ~ Post- Sacraments (ages 11+)
Ages are flexible

ST. PATRICK'S HALL

iy FIRST CONFESSION APRIL 5

CONFIRMATION- APRIL 28
FIRST COMMUNION MAY 4

Register by January 31 ~ $35/ student or $100/Family

St. Scholastica, Virgin February 10th
St. Scholastica, sister of St. Benedict, consecrated her life to God from her earliest youth.

After her brother went to Monte Cassino, where he established his famous monastery, she took up
her abode in the neighborhood at Plombariola, where she founded and governed a monastery of
nuns, about five miles from that of St. Benedict, who, it appears, also directed his sister and her
nuns. She visited her brother once a year, and as she was not allowed to enter his monastery he
went in company with some of his brethren to meet her at a house some distance away. These visit
were spent in conferring together on spiritual matters.

On once occasion the Saint had passed the time as usual in prayer and pious conversation
and in the evening they sat down to take their reflection. St. Scholastica begged her brother to
remain until the next day. St. Benedict refused to spend the night outside his monastery. She had
recourse to prayer, and a furious thunderstorm burst upon them so that neither St. Benedict nor
and of his companions could return home. they spent the night in spiritual conferences. The next
morning they parted to meet no more on earth.

Three days later St. Scholastica died, and her holy brother beheld her soul in a vision as it
ascended into heaven. He sent his brethren to bring her body to his monastery and laid it in the
tomb he had prepared for himself. She died about the year 547, and St. Benedict followed her soon
after.

PRAYER: God our Father, today we celebrate the memory of St. Scholastica. Grant that,
following her example, we may serve You with perfect love and rejoice in experiencing Your
goodness. Amen.
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RoofRestore

All-natural Roof Maxx
treatment is guaranteed to
extend your roof's life by 5
| years per treatment and up
to 15 years with repeated
treatments.

Call Mike Muglia

509-570-4958
Interior WXTR(TRLT:
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Mention This Ad for 10% Off
Your Quote

309-653-7047

WANT MORE
JOY, LAUGHTER
AND LOVE?

BETTER BREED BY DESIGN
* Raising the Bar x

CONSIDER
ADDING A
NEW BEST
FRIEND TO
YOUR FAMILY

SUMMER
SPECIAL

ANGIE JOHNSON
ST.JOHN VIANNEY PARISHIONER
HEALTH INSURANCE

BROKER

BLUE STAR

LABRADOOODLES

Gentle, Loving Therapy
Dog Temperaments
Already Crate Trained,
Australian Sleep Thru the Night.
Labradoodle the| JoYful Smart, Easy to

Train, Already Know..

Perfect Choice? Come, Sit, Down & Roll

What Makes a
Blue Star

HELPING YOU NAVIGATE
0o MEDICARE OPTIONS.
CaII Carol 509-979-0949 509.418.8187

Planning for Your Spiritual & Corporal Needs

Saturday, March 15 ¢« 9:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.
Mass at 8:30 (optional)

St. Charles Parish

Join us for this informative workshop and learn
how to preplan for the end of life.

Light refreshments provided.

Mlkes M

FALL SPECIAL omputer

Mention this ad and receive a $250 Discount!
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WANT MORE
JOY, LAUGHTER
AND LOVE?

CONSIDER ADDING A
NEW BEST FRIEND TO
YOUR FAMILY

Gentle, Loving Therapy Dog Temperaments

Ay roe Troined & Sleep Thu the Night
Joylul, Incredibly Smort & Eusy to Train

Koow Basi Commands. Come, i, Down & Roll Over
Low o o Sheding ond Allccy Frendly

What Mokes o
Blue Star Australian
1 ahradandl 'he
Perfect Choice?

R
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Life Workshop

Security Cameras

Computer Use Lessons

ll’:;fdw Fomiles Exceptonal Puppies 4’u 18 s,
Custom Computer Builds

wi.bluestarlobrodoodles.com

BLUE STAR 509979091”%»:

(CALL CAROL FOR MORE INFO
LABRADOO DLES AND PUPPY AVAILABILITY

%

Iberta St., Spokane, WA 99205

(Havemlkeflxn com Q)

(509) 999-0014

/

Sponsored by:

‘ FUNERAL AND CEMETERY SERVICES
#HERITRC951MR

ll %
HERITAGE

Roofing & Construction

509-489-3552

HRCSPOKANE.COM

CHATTAROY CABINET CO

Real Wood Cabinets Below Box Store Prices

K|

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTI
PRESSURE WASHING
DECK REFINISHING
CABINETS

Caémtry ﬂmf/m Comdwg

509 951-2840

CHATTAROYCABINETCO.COM

l' 3620 N Nevada Street
_’\ 209 GARAGE

PH (509) 598-8244

Maintenance * Diagnosis * Brakes * Emissions
Engines * Transmissions * High Performance

OPEN 24 HOURS
NO EXTRA SERVICE FEES

BIGRED WRENCH PLUMBING
Call Timothy 509-822-1608

ODLIN PAINTING
AND BUILDING

Commercial & Residential Painting

. 509-818-6335

A NON-PROFIT MIN F TI-,E ;
%~ g CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF .

w SPOKANE

Please RSVP to (509)467-5496 or bernadettep@holycrossofspokane.org
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BUSINESS OWNERS

Is it a bad Idea to
Eliminate Nearly All Your
Credit Card Transaction
Fees?

Call

Terri Gilbertz

Schedule a
Complimentary Review
to Show You How.

509-993-4201
MMBNCARD,

PAINLESS PAYMENT SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR BUSINESS




