
In Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
hope. Let me never be confounded. 

 - St. Francis Xavier, S.J. 

  January 12th , 2025 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

≈ 

THE HOLY FAMILY 

  

 The special devotion which sets forth the Holy Family of  Jesus, Mary and Joseph as 

the model of  virtue for all Christian households began in the seventeenth century. 

  It commenced almost simultaneously in Canada and France: the Association of      

the Holy Family being founded in Montreal in 1663, and the Daughters of  the Holy      

Family in Paris in 1674. Numerous other congregations and associations under the        

Patronage of  the Holy Family have been established 

since that time, and they are spread over the world. 

The archconfraternity was established by Bl. Pius IX       

in 1847. 

  In 1893, Leo XIII approved a Feast for      

Canada, and Pope Benedict XV extended the      

Feast of  the Holy Family to the whole Church       

and ordered its celebration to take place on the      

Sunday after the Epiphany.  

 

 

 

Commentary by Fr. Sylvester Juergens S.M.  

(1894-1969)  



The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of 

others, please let Father or the parish office know:  Bella Mally, Jane Soars,   Eleanor Finley, Susan Fisher, 

Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills Care Center 

and Cherrywood Place.  

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy. 

The Anointing : Reflection on The Baptism of  the Lord 

  

 The Liturgy last week revealed the mystery of  God’s plan—that in Jesus all peoples,     

symbolized by the Magi, have been made “coheirs” to the blessings promised to Israel. This 

week, we’re shown how we claim our inheritance. 

 Jesus doesn’t submit to John’s baptism as a sinner in need of  purification. He humbles 

Himself  to pass through Jordan’s waters in order to lead a new “exodus”—opening up the   

promised land of  heaven so that all peoples can hear the words pronounced over Jesus today, 

words once reserved only for Israel and its king: that each of  us is a beloved son or daughter     

of  God (see Genesis 22:2; Exodus 4:22; Psalm 2:7). 

 Jesus is the chosen servant Isaiah prophesies in today’s First Reading, anointed with the 

Spirit to make things right and just on earth. God puts His Spirit upon Jesus to make Him “a  

covenant of  the people,” the liberator of  the captives, the light to the nations. Jesus, today’s    

Second Reading tells us, is the One long expected in Israel, “anointed . . . with the Holy Spirit  

and power.” 

 The word messiah means “one anointed” with God’s Spirit. King David was “the anointed 

of  the God of  Jacob” (see 2 Samuel 23:1–17; Psalm 18:51; 132:10, 17). The prophets taught     

Israel to await a royal offshoot of  David, upon whom the   

Spirit would rest (see Isaiah 11:1–2; Daniel 9:25). 

 That’s why the crowds are so anxious at the start of     

today’s Gospel. But it isn’t John they’re looking for. God    

confirms with His own voice what the angel earlier told Mary: 

Jesus is the Son of  the Most High, come to claim the throne 

of  David forever (see Luke 1:32–33). 

 In the Baptism that He brings, the voice of  God will 

hover over the waters as a fiery flame, as we sing in today’s 

Psalm. He has sanctified the waters, made them a passageway 

to healing and freedom—a fountain of  new birth and          

everlasting life. 

Dr. Scott Hahn 



SFX DIRECTORY 

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363  
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098 

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org   

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org 

Office Hours.   

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,THURSDAY 

9AM-12PM 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at  

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. 

 

Please contact the parish office by email to  

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,  

or to request a certificate. 

 

To request the offering of  the Holy Mass for 

your intention, please email the office or leave 

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.  

 

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at  

sfxspokane.org or at  

facebook.com/sfxspokane 

Our Mailing Address is: 

P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday 

3pm – Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) 

4pm – Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) 

Sunday 

7:30am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

9:00am – Holy Mass (St. Patrick) 

11:00am – Holy Mass,  
(St. Francis Xavier)  

 THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  

MONDAY, JANUARY 6TH  

5:30pm, Mass Gerson Avila  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7TH  

8:00am, Mass Family Avila 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8TH 

4:30 pm,  Confessions 

5:30 pm,  Mass Souls in Purgatory 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2ND 

8:00am, Mass Zenaido Martinez 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4TH                                      

3:00pm, Confessions 

4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo 

 SUNDAY,  JANUARY 5TH 

7:30 am,  Mass Pro Populo 

11:00 am,  Mass Pro Populo 



Seven Sisters Apostolate  

The parish is looking for volunteers who would be 

interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters  

Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen 

the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed 

every day for the intention of  the parish priest.  

 The Apostolate is for women, and involves a 

commitment of  praying in the church one day a 

week. If  you are interested, please contact Patty 

Parra at (509) 362-8646 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Online!!      

Just Scan the QR Code 

Above 

Women of  St Francis 

Xavier 

In an effort to cultivate more   

community at St Francis Xavier, the 

women of  the parish have formed 

the group: the “Women of  St X”. 

 

If  you are interested in taking an 

active role in creating a vibrant  

parish community, please email  

women.of.st.x@gmail.com. 



St. Nino, Virgin January 14th 

 Christianity was first brought to Georgia, Iberia, and 

the end of the 3rd century, and ancient tradition attributes 

this fact to the witness and apostolate of St. Nino. Many    

legends were in time woven around this Saint (called simply 

“Christiana,” “the Christian Woman,” by the Roman          

Martyrology and Nino by the Georgians). But the most     

trustworthy account is still the most ancient and simplest one 

recorded, which Prince Bakur of Georgia gave to Rufinus of 

Aquileia, the 4th century Church historian. 

 

 Captured and brought to Georgia as a slave, Nino impressed the populace by her goodness and 

religious devotion, as well as by her power to cure decease in the name of Christ her God. Her prayers 

obtained the cure of a dying child, brought the Queen herself back from sickness, and enabled the 

King—when lost while hunting—to find his way again by calling on Christ. Both rulers received            

instruction and Baptism from Nino, and she was free to teach and preach. 

 

 Under Nino’s direction, a church was erected in such          

wondrous fashion that the people began to clamor to become   

Christians also. Hence, the King sent a legate to Emperor               

Constantine, asking for Bishop and priests to continue and              

extend St. Nino’s work, and so the Faith came to this region along 

the Black Sea. 

 

 PRAYER: God, through St. Nino, Your Virgin, You enabled 

those without the Faith to pass from darkness to the light of truth. 

Grant us through her intercession to stand fast in the Faith and     

remain constant in the hope of the Gospel that she preached.                  

     Amen. 



 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING, PRESSURE WASHING, DECK REFINISHING,  CABINETS 

Professional Window Cleaning 
Let Me Help You! Affordable Rates plus 10% Off  When You mention this Bulletin (See ad Below) 

Graham Byrd  509.290.2879 
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Mention This Ad for 10% Off 

Your Quote  

Furnaces & Boilers 

Plumbing/Heating  

Gas Conversions  

Air Conditioning 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

Furnaces & Boilers 

Plumbing/Heating  

Gas Conversions  

Air Conditioning 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 

 

PH (509) 598-8244 
Maintenance * Diagnosis * Brakes * Emissions 
 Engines * Transmissions * High Performance 

3620 N Nevada Street  

Air Conditioning 

Gas Conversions  

Plumbing/Heating  

Furnaces & Boilers 

509-489-3860 
Larry Andrews - President  

Catholic Owned  

& Operated  
 

www.andrewsmechanical.com 
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Mention This Ad for 10% Off 

Your Quote  

 

 
 

SpokaneCatholic.Com  The Spokane Catholic Business Directory Including: 
Mass Times, Diocese Events, Daily Readings, and More!  

Spokane 

Catholic.com  

Business Directory - All Mass Times - Diocese Events  - Daily Readings  

SpokaneCatholic.Com  The Spokane Catholic Business Directory Including: 
Mass Times, Diocese Events, Daily Readings, and More!  SpokaneCatholic.com 

 
 

Spokane Catholic Network -  Catholic Business Directory, 

Mass Times, Diocese Events, Daily Readings & More!  SpokaneCatholic.com 
                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Spokane Catholic Network - Catholic Business Directory: 
       Mass Times, Diocese Events, Daily Readings, and More!  

 

Call Timothy 509-822-1608 

OPEN 24 HOURS  
NO EXTRA SERVICE FEES  

 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING, PRESSURE WASHING, DECK REFINISHING,  CABINETS 

  

      Below you will find good people looking to do business with good people. 
 Please call them, if you are one. Please call me... if your business is one : )    509.818.0350 

 

 

509.818.0350 

Posters,  

Banners,  

Stickers,  

Yard Signs,  

Business Cards,  

Booklets, Church  

Bulletins and More! 

 

8117 N Division  
Just behind Plato’s 

Closet 

509.818.0350 
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Mention This Ad for 10% Off 

Your Quote  

 

Call Carol 509-979-0949 

 

 
Gentle, Loving Therapy 

Dog Temperaments 
Already Crate Trained, 
Sleep Thru the Night. 
Joyful, Smart, Easy to 
Train, Already Know.. 

Come, Sit, Down & Roll 
Over.  

 
 

What Makes a 
Blue Star  

Australian 
Labradoodle the  
Perfect Choice?   

  

      Below you will find good people looking to do business with good people like you! 
 Would it be a good idea to call them 1st when needing these goods and services? 


