January 7th , 2024

In Thee, O Lord, have I put my
A N C I S X AV I E R hope. Let me never be confounded.

THOLIC PARTIS - St. Francis Xavier, S.].

The special devotion which sets forth the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph as the model of virtue for all Christian households began in the
seventeenth century. It commenced almost simultaneously in Canada and France:
the Association of the Holy Family being founded in Montreal in 1663, and the
Daughters of the Holy Family in Paris in 1674. Numerous other congregations
and associations under the Patronage of the Holy Family have been established

since that time, and they are spread over the

world. The archconfraternity was established
by Bl Pius IX in 1847. In 1893, Leo XIII
approved a Feast for Canada, and Pope
Benedict XV extended the Feast of the Holy
Family to the whole Church and ordered its
celebration to take place on the Sunday after

the Epiphany.

Commentary by Fr. Sylvester Juergens S.M. (1894-1969)




Newborn: Reflection on the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord

Today the child born on Christmas is revealed to be the long-awaited king of the Jews.

As the priests and scribes interpret the prophecies in today’s Gospel, He is the ruler expected
from the line of King David, whose greatness is to reach to the ends of the earth (see Micah 5:1—
3; 2 Samuel 5:2).

Jesus is found with His mother, as David’s son, Solomon, was enthroned alongside his Queen
Mother (see 1 Kings 2:19). And the magi come to pay Him tribute, as once kings and queens came to
Solomon (see 1 Kings 10:2,25).

His coming evokes promises that extend back to Israel’s beginnings.

Centuries before, an evil king seeking to destroy Moses and the Israelites had summoned
Balaam, who came from the East with two servants. But Balaam refused to curse Israel, and instead

prophesied that a star and royal staff would arise out of Israel and be exalted above all the nations
(see Numbers 22:21; 23:7; 24:7, 17).

This is the star the three magi follow. And like Balaam, they too refuse to be tangled in an evil
king’s scheme. Their pilgrimage is a sigh—that the prophesies in today’s First Reading and Psalm are
being fulfilled. They come from afar, guided by God’s light, bearing the wealth of nations, to praise
Israel’s God.

We celebrate today our own entrance into the family of God, and the fulfillment of God’s
plan that all nations be united with Israel as co-heirs to His Fatherly blessings, as Paul reveals in to-
day’s Epistle.

We too must be guided by the root of David, the bright morning star (see Revelation 22:10),
and the light of the world (see Isaiah 42:6; John 8:12).

As the magi adored Him in the manger, let us
renew our vow to serve Him, placing our gifts—our
intentions and talents—on the altar in this Eucharist.

No lesser gift will suffice for this newborn King,

Dr. Scott Habn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of
others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell, Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Eleanor Finley,
Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills
Care Center and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




WEEKEND SCHEDULE SFX DIRECTORY

Saturday Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363

3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier) Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier) Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org

Sund Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org
unday
Office Hours. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

7:30am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)

11:00am — Holy Mass, THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER
(St. Francis Xavier)

9am-12pm.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MONDAY, JANUARY 8TH

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at 5:30pm Mass Ewvelyn Marian Taylor

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m. TUESDAY, JANUARY 9TH

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon 8:00am , Mass Georgz'd St/?i’empp

Monday through Friday. WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10TH

Please contact the parish office by email to .
4:30 pm, Confessions

arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,

5:30 pm, Mass Re/igions

or to request a certificate.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11TH

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for
your intention, please email the office or leave 8:00am , Mass Holy souls in Purgatory

your intention in the Sunday collection basket. SATURDAY, JANUARY 13TH

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at 3:00pm, Confessions

sfxspokane.org or at 4:00pm, Mass Pro populo

facebook.com/sfxspokane
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14TH

Our Mailing Address is:
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207

7:30 am, Mass Evelyn Margaret Taylor
11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo




PARISH EVENTS & NOTIFICATIONS

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING

The parish is in need of young men willing NFEP uses the physical signs placed by God
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension, within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three
required. Please email the office. months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are

currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400
The parish 1s IOOkiﬁg for volunteers who MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY

would be interested in participating in the “Seven
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of the
parish priest. Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’ from
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families

a commitment of praying in the church one day a and frlend§ who ate not in full communion Wlth,
- the Catholic church and no longer practicing their
week. If you are interested, please contact Patty

Parra at (509)993-2864. Catholic faith. Please join us.

If you desire consecration to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963.

The Apostolate is for women, and involves

St. Benedict Biscop (Bennet), Abbot January 12th

St. Benedict, or Bennet as he is commonly called, was of noble birth and an officer of the court
of Oswi, the religious king of Northumberland, England, in the 7th century. At the age of twenty-five
he left the world, made a journey of devotion to Rome, and in his return applied himself to the study
of Scripture and the practice of pious exercises. After spending two years at the renowned monastery
of Lerins and receiving the habit there, he accompanied St. Theodore, Archibishop of Canterbury, and
St. Adrian to England at the request of Pope Vitalian.

Benedict returned to Rome a few more times to study the various religious disciplines and collect books
and pictures of the Saints. After serving under Theodore and Adrian, he was given a grant by the King
of Northumberland and built the famous monastery of Weremouth, bringing over from France
stonemasons and glaziers to construct it according to the Roman models he had seen. He also built

another monastery six miles away at Jarrow, and ruled both since they were regarded as one.

In his zeal to make his monastery as close to the Roman models as possible, Benedict prevailed upon
Pope Agatho to let him take back to England the precentor of St. Petet’s in Rome to teach the monks

Gregorian Chant. After suffering from severe illness for three years, this holy and zealous worker of
God died in January, 690.

PRAYER: Lord, amid the things of this world, let us be wholeheartedly committed to heavenly things
in imitation of the example of evangelical perfection You have given us in St. Benedict the Abbot.

Amen.




St. Adrian of Canterbury, Abbot January 2nd

Native of Africa, this learned and saintly man became Abbot of monastery near Monte Casino,
Italy. Pope St. Vitalian judged him to be the best person to fill the vacant post of Archbishop of
Canterbury, for his talents were most suitable for instructing and nurturing a nation still young in the
Faith. But St. Adrian, deeming himself unworthy, suggested St. Theodore of Tarsus in his place. The
Pope agreed but sent him along to be the assistant and adviser of the Archbishop.

Setting out in 668, the two holy men proceeding by way of France. There, St. Adrian was arrested by
Ebroin, Mayor of Neustria, as an agent of the Eastern Emperor; and St. Theodore alone was able to go
on. When St. Adrian was finally able to reach England, he found St. Theodore already confirmed in his

See, and was named Abbot of the monastery of Sts. Peter and Paul at Canterbury.

Under St. Adrian’s administration, this monastic school attracted students from all over and had a
far-reaching influence. The Saint himself was learned in the Scriptures, well versed in the Fathers of
the Church, and a fine Greek and Latin scholar. All these subject were taught there, as well as poetry,

astronomy, and calendar calculation. St. Adrian died on January 9, 710.

PRAYER: Lord, amid the things of this world, let us be wholeheartedly committed to heavenly things

in imitation of the example of evangelical perfection You have given us in St. Adrian the Abbot. Amen.
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Above: St. Benedict Biscop (Bennet)

Right: St Adrian of Canterbury
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FUNERAL AND CEMETERY SERVICES

Furnaces & Boilers(Sl Meeting All Funeral Needs of the Faithful:
Plumbing/Heating |7 | ! - Knowledgeable & Caring Staff
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silverlining-tidyingartist.com

Tidy with Intention.
Discard with Confidence.

5“9_7eq_987l silverliningtidyingartist@gmail.com
®® | 509.879.8086

Mention This Ad for 10% Off
Your Quote

309-653-7047

Bulletin Advertising Sponsorships available 509-362-1556




